
VATICAN CITY (CNS)—German
Cardinal Joseph Ratzinger, the
78-year-old guardian of the
church’s doctrine for the last 24
years, was elected the 265th pope
and took the name Benedict XVI. 

Appearing at the central win-
dow of St. Peter’s Basilica April
19, the newly elected pope smiled
as he was greeted by a cheering,
flag-waving crowd of nearly
100,000 people. 

“After the great John Paul II,
the cardinals elected me, a sim-
ple, humble worker in the vine-
yard of the Lord,” Pope Benedict
said, in a brief talk broadcast
around the world.

“I am consoled by the fact that
the Lord can work and act even
through insufficient instruments,
and I especially entrust myself to
your prayers,” he said.

“In the joy of the risen Lord,
and trusting in his permanent
help, we go forward. The Lord
will help us, and Mary his most
holy mother is on our side.
Thank you,” he said. 

Then Pope Benedict gave his

blessing to the city of Rome and
to the world. He stood and lis-
tened to the endless applause that
followed, smiling and raising his
hands above his head.

Among the few cardinals who
joined him on the central balcony
was U.S. Cardinal William W.
Baum, the only voting cardinal
besides the new pope to have par-
ticipated in a previous conclave.
From the side balconies of the
basilica facade, other cardinals

appeared, smiling and waving to
the crowd.

Vatican spokesman Joaquin
Navarro-Valls announced that the
solemn Mass for the new pope’s
installation would take place
April 24. He also said Pope Bene-
dict would dine with the cardi-
nals at their Vatican residence the
evening of his election, stay at the
residence that night, and cele-
brate Mass with them the next
morning in the Sistine Chapel.

Pope Benedict was the first Ger-
man pope since Pope Victor II,
who reigned from 1055-1057. It
was the second conclave in a row
to elect a non-Italian pope, after
Italians had held the papacy for
more than 450 years. 

The new pope was chosen by at
least a two-thirds majority of 115
cardinals from 52 countries, who
cast their ballots in secret in the
Sistine Chapel. 

The election came on the sec-
ond day of the voting, presum-
ably on the fourth ballot. It was a
surprisingly quick conclusion of a
conclave that began with many
potential candidates and no clear
favorite. 

The day before, Cardinal Rat-
zinger had opened the conclave
with a stern warning about moral
relativism and ideological cur-
rents that had buffeted the
church in recent decades. 

“The small boat of thought of
many Christians has often been
tossed about by these waves—
thrown from one extreme to the

BY DAN MCWILLIAMS

Pilgrims led by Father
John Orr of St. John
Neumann Parish in Far-

ragut were among those in
St. Peter’s Square receiving
the final blessing offered by
Pope John Paul II on March
30, just three days before
the Holy Father’s death.

Deacon David Carter, a
diocesan seminarian com-
pleting his studies at the
Pontifical North American
College in Rome and who
also calls St. John Neu-
mann his home parish, was
one of the hundreds of
thousands in the square for
the papal funeral April 8.

The scheduled parts of
Father Orr’s Italy pilgrimage
of March 28 to April 4 took
place, as the group visited
sites in Rome, Assisi,
Monte Cassino, and Pom-
peii, but the pope’s wors-
ening health during that
time placed the travelers
front and center at a his-
toric time for the church.

“We were able to receive
the Holy Father’s last bless-
ing on Wednesday,” said
Father Orr. “And we were
among the first, if not the
first, to offer the holy Mass
for the repose of his soul,
separated from his mortal
remains only by his win-
dow, from the balcony/pa-
tio of the Residence of Paul
VI at 10 p.m., the vigil of
Mercy Sunday.”

Father Orr, spiritual direc-
tor at Knoxville Catholic
High School, led a group of
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Faithful call for sainthood now
Pilgrims hold a banner that translates as “sainthood immedi-
ately” during the funeral Mass for Pope John Paul II in St.
Peter’s Square at the Vatican April 8. Thousands of the faith-
ful began chanting the pope’s name in Italian during the fu-
neral and calling for his immediate canonization—a desire
Vatican officials explain cannot be granted. page 8C
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East Tennesseans
among those
receiving JPII’s
last public blessing 

Habemus papam
Cardinal Joseph Ratzinger is elected pope on the conclave’s fourth ballot and takes the name Benedict XVI. By John Thavis and Cindy Wooden

Blessing continued on page 2

FINAL BLESSING Pope John
Paul II blesses the faithful
from the window of his Vatican
apartment March 30, three
days before his death at age
84. A number of pilgrims from
the Knoxville area were in St.
Peter’s Square at the time.

Pope Benedict continued on page 2
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WE HAVE A POPE Pope Benedict XVI, elected April 19, waves from the balcony of St. Peter’s Basilica in the Vatican after he was announced as the 265th pontiff.

C
N

S
 P

H
O

TO
 F

R
O

M
 R

E
U

TE
R

S

As of April 15 the GIFT cam-
paign had raised nearly
$16.2 million, 80.8 percent of
the $20 million goal. The figure
represents major gifts and
pledges from parishes. See a
GIFT-related story on page 7.

$16.17 million raised
$3.83 million 
remaining to meet
$20 million goal

W
ith great joy I offer gratitude to Almighty God for the
wonderful gift to the church and to the world of His Ho-
liness Pope Benedict XVI. It is with humble thanks that I

also offer my fidelity to our Holy Father and pledge my support
and obedience. Taking the name that means “blessed one” and
describing himself as “a simple, humble worker in God’s vine-
yard,” His Holiness brings to the first moments of his pontificate
a spirit of holiness, a well-regarded moral boldness, and a pas-
torally gentle and genuine charity that will surely be a great in-
strument of God’s grace. I join with all the faithful of the Diocese
of Knoxville and all people of goodwill in East Tennessee in
thanking God for his goodness and in praying for the spiritual
leadership with which we will be blessed.

—Bishop Joseph E. Kurtz, D.D.



Reader: Pope should have been ‘more forceful’
John Paul II was a great and holy man and probably will
one day be recognized as a saint. But he was human and
therefore not perfect. His handling of the church sex-abuse
scandal left many Catholics wishing he had taken a more
forceful position on this issue.

Cardinal Roger Mahony still serves in Los Angeles, and
worse, Cardinal Bernard Law received a promotion and
now serves in the Vatican. Cardinal Law was more than a
pedophile protector, he was a pedophile enabler. By trans-
ferring priests, he provided them with new children to
abuse. 

It’s possible the pope thought that by firing these men he
would create a worse scandal and damage the church
even more. Maybe so. But more than a few Catholics are
offended that Cardinals Mahony and Law were not pun-
ished, and Cardinal Law appears to have been rewarded. 

It is unnerving to see him sitting among the cardinals in
the Vatican with that smug look on his face. He is a con-
stant reminder of the scandal and will continue to stain the
reputation of the church as long as he holds a position of
honor and distinction. ■   —Donald Conflenti Johnson City

We welcome letters to the editor and carefully consider all
submissions. Letters should be 350 words or less and will
be edited for grammar, style, clarity, and length. Letters to
the editor reflect the opinions of their authors and not
those of the editorial staff or the publisher.

31, most of whom hail from St. John Neumann Parish.
“Every place we visited had connections with Pope John
Paul II in one way or another,” he said. “Either he had been
there or his predecessors had been there.”

While at the final blessing offered by the pope, Father
Orr had alongside him a bag of newly purchased vest-
ments: a surplice, a red cope and chasuble and matching
stoles, and an amice.

“These too were blessed by the Holy Father,” he said. “I
wore the surplice for the first time liturgically at the evening
prayer celebrated at Sacred Heart Cathedral, led by Bishop
[Joseph E.] Kurtz the night before the pope’s funeral. The
other vestments will be used at Pentecost.”

Father Orr said one of his areas of study ties in both to
Pope John Paul II and another stalwart of the faith.

“I was just 11 years old when Pope John Paul became
the 263rd successor of St. Peter,” he said. “Archbishop
[Fulton J.] Sheen lived just long enough to visit with the
pope at St. Patrick’s Cathedral in New York, but he died on
my birthday. Both Archbishop Sheen and John Paul II were
not just clerics but also students of philosophy. My doctor-
al work in philosophy at UT-Knoxville has all the more
meaning for me now.”

Father Orr added that he was “so grateful that Father
John Dowling, my pastor at St. John Neumann, asked me
to put together and lead this pilgrimage. The providence of
God is indeed mysterious.”

Mary Clare Sheridan of Immaculate Conception Parish in
Knoxville recalled her family’s encounter with Pope John
Paul II in October 1979, when the Holy Father first traveled
to the United States.

Mrs. Sheridan and husband John, along with daughter
Margaret, had come to Centreville, Va., to visit daughter
and son-in-law Mary Anne and Allen Wilhoit and 6-month-
old granddaughter Megan. The family traveled to nearby
Washington, D.C., and were at Andrews Air Force Base as
the Holy Father boarded his Shepherd I jetliner to return
home.

Seated in the third row behind a fence at the air base,
the family was near the pope as he walked from a speak-
ing platform to his plane.

“The man in front of us said, ‘Here he comes, let’s have
that baby,’” said Mrs. Sheridan.

With the man holding the baby over the fence, the Holy
Father kissed Megan, much to the delight of the crowd.

“Everybody went ballistic and said, ‘The pope kissed
that baby,’” said Mrs. Sheridan. “And Mary Anne was say-
ing, ‘I want my baby back.’”

The family soon dialed up Bishop Francis R. Shea, great-
uncle to Megan and a former pastor of IC who was serving
at the downtown parish when chosen to lead the Diocese
of Evansville, Ind.

“As soon as we got back to my daughter’s house, we
had to call Uncle Frank and tell him what happened,” said
Mrs. Sheridan. “It was really a fun thing and a tremendous
experience.”

Now Megan Man, the Sheridans’ granddaughter and
husband Sam are the parents of three daughters. All three
families—the Mans, Wilhoits, and Sheridans—are members
of IC Parish now.

Linda Muraski, coordinator of Youth Ministry for the Five
Rivers Deanery, saw Pope John Paul II at two World Youth
Days and on a diocesan pilgrimage. She told the ETC of
the Holy Father’s “amazing spirit” that “they can’t convey
on international television.”

At the Vatican for the opening ceremony of the 2000
World Youth Day, Mrs. Muraski was in a shady area tend-
ing to a girl who wasn’t feeling well. With an hour to go be-
fore the ceremony, she tried to work her way through the
crowd with the girl to reach their friends.

“We couldn’t make it that far—we found ourselves un-
able to go forward or back,” said Mrs. Muraski. “Everyone
around us spoke other languages. The girl with me wished
she could sit down, but there was no room. It was so hot
that fire trucks were brought in to shoot water up into the
air that fell on us to cool us. No one paid even the slightest
bit of attention to us.”

Then the pope approached.
“As soon as the pope went by, everything changed,” she

said. “The Europeans around us turned to us and smiled,
made room for the young lady with me to recline, lay down
a jacket for her, and offered her water.

“John Paul had the ability to change people’s hearts—
believe it when others tell you.” ■

other: from Marxism to liberalism,
even to libertinism; from collec-
tivism to radical individualism; from
atheism to a vague religious mysti-
cism; from agnosticism to syn-
cretism,” he said. 

“Every day new sects are created
and what St. Paul says about human
trickery comes true, with cunning
which tries to draw people into er-
ror,” he said. Having a clear faith to-
day is often labeled
‘fundamentalism,’” he said. 

As prefect of the Congregation for
the Doctrine of the Faith since
1981, Pope Benedict was on the
front lines of numerous theological
and pastoral controversies. He was

described by Vatican officials who
worked with him as a kind and
prayerful theologian and a gentler
man than the one often portrayed in
the media as an inquisitor. 

He made the biggest headlines
when his congregation silenced or
excommunicated theologians, with-
drew church approval of certain
books, helped rewrite liturgical
translations, set boundaries on ecu-
menical dialogues, took over the
handling of cases of clergy sex
abuse against minors, curbed the
role of bishops’ conferences, and
pressured religious orders to sus-
pend wayward members. 

Pope Benedict’s election was an-

nounced in Latin to a waiting world
from the balcony of St. Peter’s Basili-
ca. A massive crowd of young and
old filled St. Peter’s Square and wel-
comed the news with cheers and
waves of applause. 

White smoke poured from the Sis-
tine Chapel chimney at 5:49 p.m.,
signaling that the cardinals had cho-
sen a successor to Pope John Paul
II. At 6:04 p.m. the bells of St. Pe-
ter’s Basilica began pealing continu-
ously to confirm the election. 

At 6:40 p.m. Chilean Cardinal
Jorge Medina Estevez, the senior
cardinal in the order of deacons, ap-
peared at the basilica balcony and
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EDITORletter to the

Pope Benedict continued on page 3

Funeral homes
throughout Ten-
nessee vary slightly
in their practices.
In some towns the
lead car in a mo-
torcade to the place
of interment is that
of the clergy. The
director presumes
the priest knows

the location of the cemetery. Fol-
lowing my first funeral Mass in one
town, the director told me the name
of the cemetery and immediately
left to care for the family. Not
knowing where that place was, I
found that my car had been moved
to the front of the cortege. I started
off following the police car. But
when it stopped at the first intersec-
tion to direct traffic, I was left in the

lead. I had no idea where the ceme-
tery was, let alone how to get there.

The disciples had a similar prob-
lem when Jesus told them he was
leaving and would send for them
later. The disciples must have been
dumbfounded at what they were
hearing. Had no one dared to ask a
question, church leaders would be
in the same position as I was in that
funeral procession, going as slow as
possible, trying to get directions
from the hearse behind me.

Fortunately for us, Thomas was
paying attention to the Lord and ad-
mitted his ignorance. His question
has provided us with one of the
most important answers in history.
Jesus is the way, the truth, and the
life. When we live in him, his grace
will impel us in the right direction.

Peter, in his old age but before

John’s Gospel was written, passed
that wisdom on to his readers and
disciples. He urges us to come to
the Lord. Once we’re with Christ,
we need go no further. From there
we become “a spiritual house, a
holy priesthood.” In short, we enter
into the life of Christ. This divine
reality will guide us, from within,
through this life to the truth. It’s
that simple.

Ever since, the church has lived
this ideal. When confronted with a
problem, as the Twelve were in the
first reading, not knowing how to
respond to a reported injustice in
the community, they responded by
gathering and uniting themselves in
the Lord. By sharing Christ’s life,
they would know the way and the
truth. Here, the Lord directed the
church to establish the order of dea-
cons. The Lord still guides our lead-
ers in the same way. ■

he original deacons
were not content

merely to wait on tables.
Stephen strongly con-
fronted leading Jewish cir-
cles with the Christian
message. Unfortunately,
his enthusiasm led to his
death by stoning. Philip,
another deacon, also
branched out from the
task of assuring justice for
the Greek-speaking Chris-
tian widows, and his ex-
ploits met with much
more earthly success than
Stephen’s.

After converting an
Ethiopian official to
Christ, he went to
Samaria. The history of
Jewish-Samaritan relations
is filled with conflict and
war. Yet Philip had the au-

dacity to preach to the
Samaritans. His bravery
was rewarded with over-
whelming success, includ-
ing healings and
exorcisms. Most impor-
tant, Luke tells us, “There
was great joy in that city.”

Soon word arrived in
Jerusalem that the same
people who had refused to
let Jesus walk through
their territory had joyous-
ly accepted the faith in
great numbers. The apos-
tles seemed as astonished
by that news as they had
been when the women
told them Jesus had risen
from the dead. So they
sent Peter and John to
check it out, just as they
had on Easter morning.

They found both good

and bad news. Indeed, the
Samaritans had accepted
the Lord and been bap-
tized. They had not yet re-
ceived the Holy Spirit,
however. So Peter and
John exercised their apos-
tolic power and confirmed
them in the Holy Spirit. 

Our second reading
finds Peter, one of the two
who finished Philip’s task,
exhorting us to act in the
same manner as the dea-
con. We should gently
and reverently explain the
faith to all who ask. Then
we may experience the
same outpouring of joy,
which is a fruit of the
Holy Spirit, as was present
in Samaria.

Notice how Jesus de-
scribed the chronology of
this journey in faith. First
there is love of the Lord.
Next, inspired by love, we
will keep Jesus’ command-
ments. That’s an easy step

because his laws are those
of loving God and neigh-
bor. Finally, when our
love grows full, the Advo-
cate comes. That’s virtual-
ly the same scenario that
took place so quickly in
Samaria.

First Philip proclaimed
Christ to them. They
learned of his love. Having
paid attention to Philip’s
message, the Samaritans
obeyed his commands of
love. By the time the
Apostles arrived, they felt
the presence of the Spirit
and confirmed it by the
laying on of hands. ■

Father Brando is pastor of
St. Thérèse of Lisieux
Parish in Cleveland.

April 24, fifth Sunday of Easter
Acts 6:1-7
Psalm 33:1-2, 4-5, 18-19
1 Peter 2:4-9
John 14:1-12

May 1, sixth Sunday of Easter 
Acts 8:5-8, 14-17
Psalm 66:1-7, 16, 20
1 Peter 3:15-18
John 14:15-21

Where are we going?
Following Jesus is the only way Christians can lead.

Laying it on
Love of the Lord inspires us to keep his commandments.

T

READINGS BY FATHER JOSEPH BRANDOliving the

Monday, April 25: Feast, Mark, evangelist,
1 Peter 5:5-14; Psalm 89:2-3, 6-7, 16-17;
Mark 16:15-20
Tuesday, April 26: Acts 14:19-28; Psalm
145:10-13, 21; John 14:27-31
Wednesday, April 27: Acts 15:1-6; Psalm
122:1-5; John 15:1-8
Thursday, April 28: Acts 15:7-21; Psalm
96:1-3, 10; John 15:9-11
Friday, April 29: Memorial, Catherine of

Siena, virgin, doctor of the church, Acts
15:22-31; Psalm 57:8-10, 12; John 15:12-17
Saturday, April 30: Acts 16:1-10; Psalm
100:1-3, 5; John 15:18-21
Monday, May 2: Memorial, Athanasius, bish-
op, doctor of the church, Acts 16:11-15;
Psalm 149:1-6, 9; John 15:26–16:4
Tuesday, May 3: Feast, Philip and James,
apostles, 1 Corinthians 15:1-8; Psalm 19:2-5;
John 14:6-14

Wednesday, May 4: Acts 17:15 and
17:22–18:1; Psalm 148:1-2, 11-14; John
16:12-15
Thursday, May 5: Acts 18:1-8; Psalm 98:1-
4; John 16:16-20
Friday, May 6: Acts 18:9-18; Psalm 47:2-7;
John 16:20-23
Saturday, May 7: Acts 18:23-28; Psalm
47:2-3, 8-10; John 16:23-28 ■
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intoned to the crowd in Latin: “Dear brothers and sis-
ters, I announce to you a great joy. We have a pope.” 

He continued: “The most eminent and reverend lord-
ship, Lord Joseph Cardinal of the Holy Roman Church
Ratzinger.” 

The crowd in the square burst into applause. Some
jumped for joy, some knelt to pray, and some simply
stood and watched. 

During their pre-conclave meetings, journalists
tracked Cardinal Ratzinger’s rising status among cardi-
nal-electors, but most sources doubted he would obtain
the 77 votes needed to win. He was seen as divisive by
some in the church, and many thought the cardinals
would choose someone with more pastoral experience.

In the end the cardinals turned to a man who offered
doctrinal firmness, a sharp intellect, and a clear vision
of the threats facing the church and the faith.

In the days before and after the pope’s death, he em-
phasized his concerns about the urgent challenges fac-
ing the church.

In meditations written for the Way of the Cross at the
Rome Colosseum on Good Friday, March 25, he said too
many Catholics continue to scorn and scourge Jesus in
his church.

“Christ suffers in his own church,” he said. He de-
scribed “the falling of many Christians away from Christ
and into a godless secularism” but also the fall of those
Catholics who abuse the sacraments or their positions
in the church.

“How much filth there is in the church and even
among those who, in the priesthood, ought to belong
entirely to him,” he wrote. He said the church often
seems like “a boat about to sink, a boat taking in water
on every side.”

“The soiled garments and face of your church throw
us into confusion. Yet it is we ourselves who have soiled
them! It is we who betray you time and time again,” he
wrote.

“Have mercy on your church,” he prayed. “When we
fall, we drag you down to earth, and Satan laughs, for
he hopes that you will not be able to rise from that fall;
he hopes that being dragged down in the fall of your
church, you will remain prostrate and overpowered.”

At Pope John Paul’s funeral Cardinal Ratzinger spoke
movingly of the late pontiff, telling a crowd of several
hundred thousand: “We can be sure that our beloved
pope is standing today at the window of the Father’s
house, that he sees us and blesses us.”

Born in Marktl am Inn April 16, 1927, he began his
priestly studies early, but they were interrupted by
World War II.

While he was a seminarian, school officials enrolled
him in the Hitler Youth program, but he soon stopped
going to meetings. After being drafted in 1943, he
served for a year on an anti-aircraft unit that tracked Al-
lied bombardments. At the end of the war he spent time
in a U.S. prisoner-of-war camp before being released.

Ordained in 1951, he received a doctorate and a licen-
tiate in theology from the University of Munich, where
he studied until 1957. He taught dogma and fundamen-
tal theology at the University of Freising in 1958-59,
then lectured at the University of Bonn, 1959-1969, at
Munster, 1963-66, and at Tubingen from 1966 to 1969.
In 1969 he was appointed professor of dogma and of the
history of dogmas at the University of Regensburg,
where he also served as vice president until 1977.

A theological consultant to West German Cardinal
Joseph Frings, he attended the Second Vatican Council
as an expert, or peritus. At the council he was said to
have played an influential role in discussions among the
German-speaking participants and gained a reputation
as a progressive theologian.

He was named a member of the International Theo-
logical Commission in 1969. Pope Paul VI appointed
him archbishop of Munich and Freising in 1977 and
named him a cardinal later that year. ■

Contributing to this story were Benedicta Cipolla and
Jonathan Luxmoore in Rome. Copyright 2005 Catholic
News Service/U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops
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Some of you may
have noticed that
our last issue didn’t
include an editor’s
note. That’s because
it seemed more im-
portant to make
room for stories
about Pope John
Paul II—and be-
cause we were hus-

tling to get the issue to press on time.
There was another reason as well. I

needed time to think about the pope
and what his life and death meant to
me. I couldn’t do that when we heard
the news on April 2. That Saturday,
as always during the weekend before
our deadline, Dan and I were laying
out the paper, and as soon as the
pope’s death was official, we had to
focus on pulling together our papal
coverage. We worked extra-long
hours before meeting our deadline
Tuesday, and I like to think our ef-
forts were a form of prayer, a way of
paying homage to our pope.

Now that we’ve had a breather, it
seems to me that losing John Paul II
is a little like losing my father all
over again. Some of you will re-
member that my dad, Harold Peter-
son, died last June 20.

John Paul II was my spiritual fa-
ther, the man I admired most (along
with my dad). One of the perks of
this job has been the opportunity to
follow JPII via Catholic News Ser-
vice. Stories about the pope—
whether lengthy features or short
articles reporting the highlights of
his weekly Angelus message—were
common, as well as photographs.

As I prepared our last issue and
sorted through hundreds of avail-
able papal photos, I kept thinking
how beautiful John Paul was. His
beauty was, I think, the result of his
transparency. He was such a clear
vessel that Christ shone through
him. Many of his pictures show a
man not only smiling outwardly but
also lit with an inner joy. But two
kinds of photos stand out among

the hundreds I’ve seen in the past
four years on the job.

First are photos of the pope at
prayer. They’re characterized by an
intensity that’s hard to describe. Of-
ten his hand covered his face, his
back was bowed, and he appeared
wholly immersed in prayer—and
oblivious to any distraction. To me,
those images revealed the intimacy
of the pope’s relationship with God.

Second are pictures of the pope
interacting with people—especially
young people, from babies to teen-
agers. John Paul looked at them,
embraced them, with an astonishing
intimacy, given that they were
strangers to him. It’s as though we
were witnessing a greeting between
a devoted grandfather and a much-
loved grandchild whom he hasn’t
seen in far too long. In fact, the
pope didn’t seem to know any
strangers. Everyone he met was
God’s child, and the pope was father
to us all.

The idea of living in a world with-
out Pope John Paul II will take
some getting used to. But of course,
the communion of saints joins us to
him and all the faithful departed.
And I won’t hesitate, as our new
pope suggested in his homily for
John Paul II’s funeral, to ask Il papa
to continue to bless us. ■

This past Sunday I
celebrated a special
Mass for the elec-
tion of our Holy
Father, the eve of
the conclave’s be-
ginning. At the
time of this edi-
tion’s publication
deadline, our Holy
Father had not yet

been elected. Pope John Paul II was
for sure the Lord’s gift to this last
quarter century. Given the greatness
of his call and witness to holiness,
strong moral teaching, and pastoral
charity, which held up every human
person as the very image of God, it
is my deep hope that he will increas-
ingly be called John Paul the Great.

I recall four personal encounters
with our late Holy Father that I
would like to share with you. The
first was in 1976 at Veterans Stadi-
um in Philadelphia on the occasion
of the Eucharistic Congress. A
young Polish cardinal preached the
Mass on Tuesday evening, and al-
though I recall being thrilled at
standing near second base, I am so
glad I listened to the homily that
evening. Two years later this cardi-
nal would be elected pope and take
the name John Paul II. 

My second very touching experi-
ence was in 1981. My brother,
George, and I and a good priest
friend, Monsignor Herbert Bevard,
traveled to Rome and were treated
to a general audience in St. Peter’s
Square. Because of George’s disabili-
ty we earned two tickets to the left
of our Holy Father, and when he
finished the audience, the pope
went to each person with a disabili-
ty for a personal blessing. What
luck to be George’s brother that day! 

The third powerful meeting was
the private audience of 12 priests of
the class of 1972 in Rome for our

Silver Jubilee in ’97. At that point
walking with a shuffle, Pope John
Paul still showed himself to be the
Renaissance man, asking who
among us had read The Old Man and
the Sea by Ernest Hemingway. I
raised my hand, hoping there would
be no pop quiz. The story is a pow-
erful saga of a man who struggled
mightily with the human condition
and the forces of evil—perhaps a
story in which our Holy Father saw
a mirror of himself, in his forceful
and never-tiring moral struggles
with the evils of this age. 

My final recollection, and one
fresh from just four months ago, is
that of the 10 minutes spent in pri-
vate with the pope during my ad
limina visit. That first week of De-
cember was a good week for our
Holy Father, one in which he had
more energy than in later weeks. I
was so fortunate. The 10 minutes
were well spent: two on our com-
mon Polish heritage and eight on
the people of the Diocese of Knox-
ville. He asked four questions that
will stay with me in my ministry as
bishop. He asked about vocations to
the priesthood and religious life;
about the faith of our youth; about
the strength of our marriages and
families; and about our welcoming
new families into East Tennessee
from other countries. How closely
these match the priorities of our
diocesan Growing in Faith Together
stewardship campaign! 

I read with great interest the words
of Archbishop Charles J. Chaput in a
recent article that called Karol Wojty-
la “. . . exactly the right kind of man
to draw Catholics and other people of
goodwill together at a time when in-
human and destructive forces in the
world worked to tear us apart” and
extolled his confidence, hope,
courage, and joy—all dynamically
present at the same time. I agree. 

As I pen this column on April 17,
I know in faith that the Holy Spirit
will lead the cardinals in the con-
clave that begins tomorrow. The be-
ginning of every new pontificate is
always a great time of grace for the
entire world and especially for us
who are so involved in the life of the
Catholic faith. It’s a time of hope but
also of some anxiety. I invite you to
welcome our new Holy Father with
a spirit of deep faith, reverence, and
joy. Surely it will do us well to re-
flect on the first words after his pa-
pal election of the one who is now
being called “John Paul the Great”—
words repeated in sacred Scripture
and words heard often over these
last 26 years: “Be not afraid.” After
all, they are the words of the Lord
Jesus, of whose living church we are
members. “Be not afraid.” ■

Images of John Paul
Photos of John Paul II showed his deep intimacy with God and his love for his flock.

BISHOP KURTZ ’S  SCHEDULE
April 24: 11:30 a.m., confirmation, St.
Thomas the Apostle Church, Lenoir City;
6 p.m., confirmation, St. John Neumann
Church, Farragut
April 25: 8:30 a.m., Mass, St. Thomas the
Apostle Church, Lenoir City, followed by pres-
entation to the Council of Catholic Women
April 27: 11 a.m., GIFT campaign steering-
committee meeting, Chancery; 6 p.m., Mass
of dedication, Good Shepherd Church,
Newport
April 28: 9:30 a.m., academic honors pres-
entation, Knoxville Catholic High School
April 29: 11:15 a.m., Mass and lunch with
diocesan staff; 5 p.m., Mass to celebrate
parish’s 50th anniversary, Notre Dame
Church, Greeneville
April 30: 11 a.m., confirmation, St. Mary
Church, Athens; 4 p.m., Mass and banquet,
Knights of Columbus state convention,
Kingsport
May 1: 11 a.m., confirmation, St. Mary
Church, Gatlinburg; 
May 4: 8:30 a.m., Mass, Chancery
May 5: 10 a.m., Mass, Notre Dame High
School, Chattanooga, followed by lunch with
seniors; 7 p.m., confirmation, Our Lady of
Perpetual Help Church, Chattanooga
May 6: 9:30 a.m., Diocesan Finance Council
meeting, Chancery; 7 p.m., Chattanoogans
for Life banquet, Chattanoogan hotel, 
Chattanooga
May 7: 10 a.m., gathering and brunch with
religious of the diocese, bishop’s residence;
5 p.m. CDT, confirmation, St. Alphonsus
Church, Crossville
May 8: 9:30 a.m. CDT, confirmation, St.
Francis of Assisi Church, Fairfield Glade ■

HERE BY MARY C. WEAVERthe view from

Memories and prayers
for the papal election
Let us remember John Paul II in prayer and welcome his successor with joy.

LORD BY BISHOP JOSEPH E. KURTZhope in the Pope Benedict continued from page 2

FUTURE POPE Then–Cardinal Joseph Ratzinger presents a copy
of Pope John Paul II’s encyclical Fides et Ratio (“Faith and Rea-
son”) at the Vatican Oct. 15, 1998. The late pontiff urged intellec-
tual leaders to rise above today’s utilitarian vision of life and
allow transcendent truths to guide them.
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Chattanooga Deanery

Holy Spirit, Soddy-Daisy
■ The Red Hat Society “Wildflowers” will
meet at 11 a.m. Saturday, April 23, in the
church parking area to carpool to a lunch at
Crawdaddy’s West Side Grill in downtown
Cookeville.
■ In addition to the 5:30 p.m. vigil Mass on
Saturday, May 7, there will be Masses at 8 and
10:30 a.m. Sunday, May 8. Volunteers are
needed to usher and assist with the music and
other ministries at these Masses. Call Cecy
Dunning at 423-332-3520 to volunteer.
■ A mother–daughter tea will be held at
6:30 p.m. Monday, May 9.

Our Lady of Perpetual Help, Chattanooga
■ Newcomers: Bernie, Ann Rachel, and
Patrick Connell; Scott, Angela, Gage, and
Gehrig Johnson; Joe, Mary, Ryan, and Erin
McNealy; DeeJay, Lisa, and Kaia Miranda;
James and Sharon Stinchcomb; Marilyn
Williams; Mike, Anne, Will, and Megan Bor-
dash; Michael, Susan, Katheryn, and Matthew
Bourne; Raymond, Mary Ann, Raymond, and
Reagan Buzzard; John, Anna Luz, Adrian, and
Nicholas Carreon; David, Misty, and Rebekah
Chadwick; Paula, Caroline, Faith, and Martha
Coffey; Rebecca Frank; Laura, John, Serena,
and Mark Gajewski; Frank, Catherine, and An-
drew Manger; Cathie and Lyra Pala; DeWayne
and Connie Pell and Lindsey Phillips; Scott,
Paula, and Alec Pell; Marissa Bianculli; Wally,
Theresa, and Joseph Burt; Carolyn Deal; Tom,
Elizabeth, and Alexander Evans; Clayton,
Heather, Cole, and Isobel Kibler; Ernie,
Maricela Rodriguez, Adrian, and Sebastian
Oyler; John, Donna, and Lauralee Rast; Terry,
Cindy, Nick, Zach, and Alexandra Rutledge;
Mark, Rene, and Christopher Straub

St. Jude, Chattanooga
■ Books and Lemonade will meet at 10 a.m.
Monday, May 2, in the library to discuss The
Great Divorce by C. S. Lewis.
■ Volunteers will be needed June 19 through
24 to help host families in the Interfaith Hospi-
tality Network. IHN is a partnership of more
than 100 churches in the Chattanooga area
that take turns hosting temporarily homeless
families for a week at a time year-round. Volun-
teers will set up and break down facilities for
IHN families, participate in children’s activities,
host evenings and overnights, and provide
transportation. Sign up after any Mass the first
two weekends of May. Call Steve Joyce at
423-843-9220.
■ Baptisms: Jared Austin and Mason Tyler,
children of William and Lucia Harvey; Emily
Adelle, daughter of Scott and Suzanne 
Wojenski

St. Mary, Athens
■ Parishioner Pennye Rose is assembling a
team for the March of Dimes Walk-a-Thon
at 2 p.m. Sunday, April 24, at Athens Regional
Park. Call Ms. Rose at 423-744-2691 for fur-
ther details.
■ A parish flea market will run from 9 a.m. to
1 p.m. Saturday, May 14, in the Congress
Parkway parking lot. Rent a table for $15.
Rental proceeds benefit the building fund. Call
Betty Gabbard at 746-9114 to reserve a table.

Cumberland Mountain Deanery

All Saints, Knoxville
■ The annual adult social will run from 7 to
11 p.m. Saturday, May 7, at the church.
Themed “The Derby,” the evening will include
an auction, games, prizes, music, food, and
adult beverages. Reservations requested. Call
the parish office at 865-531-0770 for details.
■ Newcomers: Janet and Cody Brant; Eric
Delarco and Tracie Cambre; Kari Driscoll; Nor-
bert, Trudy, Danielle, Sarah, Brent, Alex, Domi-
nic, and A. J. Elliot; Merill Emfinger, Dr. Susan
Manson, and Stephen, Matthew, and Brianne
Emfinger; Michael and Jennifer Fillauer; Steve,
Candy, Kate, and Margaret Anne Friedenstab;
Paul and Eva George; Jamie, Angelica, and
Edwin Herrera; Michael, Donna, Micaela, and
Jacob Lauth; Shannon and Justin Mierzwa;
Jack, Lise, and Connor Murphy; Tom, Brandi,
and Madison Oliver; Bill and Mary Reese;
Mark, Sharon, Matthew, Kerry, and Caroline
Vance; Nick Walker and Cari Bronson

Blessed Sacrament, Harriman
■ Beginning Sunday, May 1, the rosary will be
prayed before Mass at 10:10 a.m. Sundays.

St. Thomas the Apostle, Lenoir City
■ The Catholic Women’s Guild will hold a
spring luncheon and card party from
11:30 a.m. to 3 p.m. Friday, May 13, at Tellico
Village Community Church. The luncheon will
include door prizes and a drawing for a
queen-size quilt. Tickets for the drawing may
be purchased after weekend Masses until May
8. A $15 donation is requested of those at-
tending. For tickets, call Bette Purvis at 865-
458-8070. To volunteer, call Nadine Mazienis
at 423-884-2577.
■ A discussion of Thomas Merton’s The
Seven Storey Mountain will begin at 7 p.m.

Monday, April 25, in the St. Thomas Room.
■ Newcomers: Christine Taylor, David and
Dorothy Wilt, Tim and Andrea McGreevy

St. Francis of Assisi, Fairfield Glade
■ A “Joy in Ministry” rally will be held at
2 p.m. Thursday, May 5, to recognize parish-
ioners who participate in parish ministries. The
guest speaker will be Father Michael Sweeney,
dean of the Cumberland Mountain Deanery.
Registration forms will be available at both
church entrances.
■ Anniversaries: Nick and Nicki Herrick (58),
Don and Barbara Leclair (55), Tom and Joan
Edwards (53), Ken and Ellen Obenberger (50),
Jim and Lynda Tjaarda (45)

St. Mary, Oak Ridge
■ Newcomers: Claire and Dave Bazler; Jared
and Sonia Holas; Tona Neal; Sister Mary Dennis
Lentsch, PBVM; Robert Halcrow; Danielle
Lindquist; Faustino and Yolanda Mora; Teresa
and William Newberry; Scott and Tina Dempsey

Five Rivers Deanery

Good Shepherd, Newport
■ Volunteers, with tools if possible, are
needed to help finish the move from the old
church to the new church. The final move will
begin at 2 p.m. Sunday, April 24.
■ The dedication of the new church will be-
gin at 6 p.m. Wednesday, April 27. Bishop
Kurtz will celebrate Mass and led the dedica-
tion ceremony. A reception will follow.

Holy Trinity, Jefferson City
■ The Family Life Committee is collecting
Campbell’s soup, Swanson’s, Prego, V-8, and
Franco-American labels to benefit the St.
Jude’s Ranch.
■ The Young at Heart Club will attend a
2:30 p.m. showing of “The Musical Tribute to
America” on Wednesday, May 4, at Governor’s
Crossing Inn in Pigeon Forge.
■ The annual spring picnic will begin at
5 p.m. Monday, May 16, at Panther Creek
State Park.
■ This June’s Bible school needs coffee
cans, oatmeal containers with lids, and paper-
towel tubes for crafts. Bring these items to the
CCD office.
■ First Communion: Harry, Jose, and Ramon
Sandoval; Dustin Sanders

Notre Dame, Greeneville
■ Following the 5 p.m. celebration Mass with
Bishop Kurtz, the 50th-anniversary dinner will
begin at 7 p.m. Friday, April 29, at Link Hills
Country Club in Greeneville. Tickets cost $15
each and will be sold after Masses.
■ A Mother’s Day celebration will follow the
3 p.m. Mass in Spanish on Sunday, May 8, at
the church. The celebration will include tradi-
tional Mexican dances and food.

St. Dominic, Kingsport
■ The Interfaith Hospitality Network will
hold a volunteer-training workshop at 7 p.m.
Tuesday, May 3, in the parish life center. All
current and potential volunteers should attend.
Call Jean McCort at 423-245-1879 or Carmen
Snedeker at 913-2382 for details.
■ Volunteers are needed to work with First
Presbyterian Church members to build a
Habitat for Humanity house. The walls will go
up and be put under roof Saturday, May 28,
with the dedication Sunday, June 19. Volun-
teers are needed for every aspect of construc-
tion. Contact Bob Schrader at 247-5039 or
bschrader@chartertn.net, Elizabeth Ann Hay at
245-8473 or elizabethannhay@cs.com, or Jane
Boyd at 239-6279 or janeboyd@charter.net.

St. Patrick, Morristown
■ High-schoolers attending the National
Catholic Youth Conference in Atlanta in Oc-
tober will hold a rummage sale from 8 a.m.
to 2 p.m. Saturday, May 21, at the parish cen-
ter. Donations are needed. Call Diane McGuire
at 423-581-8934 to make arrangements for
donations.

Smoky Mountain Deanery

Immaculate Conception, Knoxville
■ The May Crowning will take place during
the 6 p.m. Mass on Saturday, April 30. CCD
students and those involved in the children’s
liturgy will participate. Parents of home-
schooled children who would like to participate
should call chairperson Dorothy Romines at
865-577-3035.
■ A potluck supper to celebrate the parish
family and the end of the Easter season will
begin at 5:30 p.m. Sunday, May 15, in the
parish hall. Sung evening prayer will follow at
7 p.m. Sign up after Masses on the weekends
of April 30 and May 1 and May 7 and 8.

John XXIII, Knoxville
■ Volunteers are needed to bring chili, soups,
sandwiches, fruits, and desserts to stock the
“groaning table” for the parish’s hungry stu-
dents during Food for Finals Week, May 2
through 6. Sign up in the lobby. Cash dona-
tions will also be accepted. ■

NOTES BY TIM SCRIPAparish

Father O’Connell performs recital
Father Thomas O’Connell, pastor of Holy Family Parish in Seymour; Dr. Donald Grohman, pastor
of Gatlinburg Presbyterian Church; and his wife, Melinda Grohman, both members of the Knoxville
Symphony, presented a concert Feb. 27 at the Basilica Cathedral on St. Louis in New Orleans. The
recital honored Dr. Elise Cambon, who served as organist and music director of the cathedral for 62
years. Father O’Connell was a student of Dr. Cambon at Loyola University.
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Holy Family celebrates Girl Scouts
March 6 was Girl Scout Sunday at Holy Fam-
ily Parish in Seymour. Angie McGee (left) and
Kristen Halstead are Junior Girl Scouts and
altar servers at Holy Family. Kristen received
her “I Live My Faith” religious recognition
medal from pastor Father Thomas O’Connell
at the 8 a.m. Mass. Angie was to receive her
Junior Girl Scout Bronze Award this month for
her community work at Carpenters Middle
School in Maryville, where she is planting and
helping landscape the school grounds. Both
Kristen and Angie have sold many boxes of
Girl Scout cookies to cookie lovers at Holy
Family.C
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SFO inquirers welcomed
The Channel of Peace Fraternity of the Secular
Franciscan Order in Chattanooga recently wel-
comed four new inquirers. They are (from left)
Barbara Garrison of Holy Spirit Parish in Sod-
dy-Daisy, Mechtild Boles of St. Jude Parish in
Chattanooga, Debby Williams of Our Lady of
Perpetual Help Parish in Chattanooga, and
Nanette Lambert of Sts. Peter and Paul Parish
in Chattanooga.

Parent volunteers of
Chattanooga’s Notre
Dame High Home &

School Association recent-
ly reported that the 2005
NDHS Mardi Gras gala
raised more than enough
to meet the financial goal
for this year’s event.

Needing $40,000 to un-
derwrite the cost of sub-
stantial upgrades for the
school’s computer net-
work and computer lab
system, the association
raised more than $60,000
through the Mardi Gras.
The gala took place at
Bessie Smith Hall in
downtown Chattanooga,
with 550 guests.

The evening featured
dinner, dancing to live
music by The Beaters,

casino-style games, a
silent auction, and a vari-
ety of drawings for prizes.

“We continue to be
gratified by the communi-
ty’s response to our annu-
al fundraiser,” said Home
& School Association
president Therese Hughes.
“Now we face the happy
task of underwriting not
only the technology up-
grade but also learning
about the school’s other
immediate needs and con-
tributing toward them, us-
ing the surplus we earned
at this year’s Mardi Gras.

“We offer our sincere
thanks to all who played a
part in making Mardi
Gras 2005 a successful
fundraiser for Chattanoo-
ga’s Catholic high school.”

Mardi Gras is the asso-
ciation’s single annual
fundraising event. Pro-
ceeds each year are dedi-
cated to educational
enhancements that benefit
Notre Dame students.

Over the years the event
has raised hundreds of
thousands of dollars that
have made possible nu-
merous classroom up-
grades, the purchase of
two buses for student
transportation, student
scholarships, teacher fel-
lowships, and Edline, the
web-based reporting sys-
tem that allows students
and parents to keep up
with grades and assign-
ments and to communi-
cate more conveniently
with teachers. ■

NDHS Mardi Gras exceeds goal, raises more than $60,000

Boy Scout Sunday at Notre Dame Parish
Notre Dame Parish in Greeneville celebrated Boy Scout Sunday at the 11 a.m. Mass on Feb. 13.
Scouts participated as greeters, presenters, ushers, readers, and extraordinary ministers of the Eu-
charist. Father Jim Harvey gave the Scouts and leaders a blessing, and Scout Sunday patches were
distributed to all Scouts present. The Knights of Columbus council at Notre Dame sponsors a Ventur-
er Scouting crew, which consists of coed youth ages 14 to 21. Crew adviser Susan Collins presented a
recharter to chairman Frank Marcello and a 2005 unit flag streamer at the Mass. Afterward, Scouts
and their families were treated to pizza in the parish hall. From left are (front row) Benjamin Slemp,
Eddie Sanchez, and R. J. Woods; (second row) Dylan Jones, Henry Loewenkamp, David Place, Bran-
don Jones, and Victoria Longworth; (third row) Mrs. Collins, Michael Myers, Sawyer Brady, Paul
Loewenkamp, Kelly Thompson, Heather HagenBurger, and Sarah Longworth; and (back row) Scott
Loewenkamp, Matt Miller, Will Greenway, Father Harvey, and Rich Woods.
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The Sisters of Mercy and St.
Mary’s Medical Center in
Knoxville will celebrate the
hospital’s 75 years of serv-
ice with a Mass of thanksgiv-
ing at 7 p.m. Friday, April 22,
at Holy Ghost Church in
Knoxville. A reception will fol-
low in the parish hall.

The St. John Neumann
Home and School Associa-
tion will hold a consignment
sale as its spring fundraiser
April 29 and 30 at the Far-
ragut school. Call 865-777-
0077 for details.

Knoxville Catholic High
School’s theater depart-
ment will present Shake-
speare’s Much Ado About
Nothing the weekend of April
22 through 24. Performances
will begin at 7:30 p.m. Friday,
April 22; at 2 and 7:30 p.m.
Saturday, April 23; and at
8 p.m. Sunday, April 24. Tick-
ets are $5 for students and $8
for adults and are available at
the door or by reservation.
Call 865-560-0313, extension
3520, or e-mail kchstheatre@
yahoo.com.

Chattanooga Catholic Sin-
gles will go to the National
Cornbread Festival on Satur-
day, April 23, in South Pitts-
burg. Singles will meet at
2 p.m. CDT at Our Lady of
Lourdes Church in South
Pittsburg. Mass and dancing
at the church will follow the
fair at 6:30 p.m. For details, 
e-mail melaniekozelichki@
HCAhealthcare.com. For car-
pooling information, e-mail
Cathie at singlescatholic@
aol.com. Visit www.national
cornbread.com for festival 
information.

Knoxville Catholic High School
will host its 2005 alumni
baseball game Saturday, April
23. The festivities will begin
with a cookout for alumni and
their families hosted by the
Baseball Diamond Club during
the KCHS varsity’s game
against Harriman, which be-
gins at 11 a.m. The alumni
game will begin 30 minutes af-
ter the end of the varsity con-
test. To register or learn more,
visit www.kchsbaseball.org or
call 865-966-8955.

The second annual Fighting
Irish–Warriors Spring Clas-
sic, a high school varsity base-
ball game between Knoxville
Catholic and Christian Acade-
my of Knoxville, will begin at
7 p.m. Saturday, April 24, at
Smokies Park in Sevierville.
Pregame festivities will begin
at 5 p.m. and include a faculty
softball game, performances
by the Dogma Dogs and St.
John Neumann Parish chil-
dren’s chorus, and a student
martial-arts demonstration.
Tickets are $5 for adults, $3 for
students, and $15 for a
friends-and-family ticket,
which admits eight. Proceeds
will benefit Catholic Charities
of East Tennessee. For tickets,
call the Charities office at 865-
524-9896, extension 109.

Couple to Couple League
natural-family-planning
classes in the Chattanooga
area will begin Sunday, April
24. The four-part series costs
$75 and includes a manual,
charts, a digital thermometer,
and a one-year subscription
to the Couple to Couple
League’s “Family Founda-
tions” newsletter. Scholar-
ships are available. Call the
Memorial Hospital Health
Place at Hamilton Place Mall
at 423-893-9765 for details.

The Smoky Mountain Deanery
Office of Youth Ministry is
sponsoring “Sleepless,” an
overnight retreat for high
school students set for
7:30 p.m. to 7 a.m. Saturday

and Sunday, May 14 and 15,
at the Pigeon Forge Commu-
nity Center. The theme is
“Blessed are the sleepless
who seek the Lord in dark
times.” The event includes an
opening prayer and a 3 a.m.
Mass as well as swimming,
bowling, racquetball, basket-
ball, and volleyball. Cost is
$30 and includes a commem-
orative long-sleeved shirt
(cost of arcade games not in-
cluded). Registration deadline
is Monday, May 1. To learn
more, contact Tom Miklusicak
at 865-558-8348 or tom@
sacredheartcathedral.com.

The next Engaged Encounter
weekend will be held May 20
through 22 in Sweetwater.
Couples are encouraged to at-
tend a weekend three to six
months before their wedding.
Call Mike or Charla Haley at
865-220-0120 or visit www.
engagedencounter.org.

A Seekers of Silence Con-
templative Saturday Morn-
ing will be held from 9 a.m. to
noon Saturday, May 21, at
John XXIII Catholic Center in
Knoxville. Ruth Queen Smith
will present “The Inner Life.”
Time will be allotted for group
discussion and silent prayer.
Coffee and tea will be served
at 8:30 a.m. Bring a bag
lunch. RSVP by calling 865-
523-7931.

A post-abortion healing re-
treat, sponsored by Catholic
Charities of East Tennessee’s
Project Rachel, will be held
the weekend of May 20
through 22 at Camp Eagle
Rock near Maryville for any-
one in need of spiritual and
emotional healing after abor-
tion. Confidentiality and priva-
cy will be honored at all
times. Contact Catherine at
865-694-4971 or Peace4
Lilith@aol.com. 

Two groups of diocesan
priests will hike a portion of
the Appalachian Trail on
Monday, May 23, in the Great
Smoky Mountains National
Park to raise money for dioce-
san and parish youth pro-
grams. Fathers Christian
Mathis, David Boettner, and
John Appiah will begin a 35-
mile hike in the Clingmans
Dome area, ending at Daven-
port Gap near Interstate 40 at
the Tennessee–North Carolina
line. Fathers Vann Johnston,
Dan Whitman, and John Dowl-
ing will start from the same
spot and hike 35 miles in the
opposite direction to Fontana
Dam. Bishop Joseph E. Kurtz,
Father Paul Hostettler, and Fa-
ther Phil Thoni will join the
teams at the starting point and
hike a portion of the trail as a
sign of support. Each parish in
the diocese will be taking
pledges. Parishioners should
pledge through their local
parish and may pledge a fixed
amount or a certain amount
per mile. Seventy-five percent
of the money each priest rais-
es will go to the parish youth
program of the person donat-
ing the money; the remaining
25 percent will go to the
diocesan youth program.
Pledge forms may be picked
up at each parish office. Call
parish offices for more details.

The second annual Haiti
Run for Health is scheduled
for 8 a.m. Saturday, May 7, at
St. Mary Church in Oak
Ridge. Participants may run
four miles or walk two miles
in the event to help raise
money to purchase, transport,
and dispense medications to
the people of the St. Louis du
Nord region of Haiti. At last
year’s run more than 100 run-
ners and walkers and raised
$6,500. All proceeds from the
event support the medical
mission and are tax de-

ductible. Cash prizes will be
awarded to the men’s and
women’s overall winners and
to the first-place finishers in
each of numerous age divi-
sions. Registration cost is $15
through May 2 and $18 after-
ward. Register by visiting
www.epivox.com/ortc/ or call-
ing Peggy Gruzalski at 865-
482-2910.

Those wanting to learn
more about sacred Byzan-
tine icons are invited to at-
tend a free slide/lecture
presentation and reception at
4 p.m. Sunday May 22, at the
Episcopal Church of the As-
cension, 800 Northshore Dri-
ve in Knoxville, across from
Sacred Heart Cathedral and
the Chancery office. The
presentation will be given by
Father Brendan McAnerney,
OP, who has conducted icon-
painting workshops in the
East Tennessee area for the
past nine years. He will also
conduct an icon-painting
workshop at the Church of
the Ascension from Monday,
May 23, through Friday, May
27. Cost for the workshop is
$350, which will include all
materials, instructions for
painting an icon of the Holy
Mandylion, and other lectures
on the spiritual traditions as-
sociated with iconography.
For more information about
the lecture or the workshop,
call Ann Maxwell at 865-
856-6108 or e-mail 
greenback2@aol.com.

Memorial Health Care Sys-
tem in Chattanooga is offer-
ing the following programs:
■ The Mobile Health Coach
will be available for mammo-
grams and other health infor-
mation from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.
Saturday, April 23, at the
Health Place at Hamilton
Place. Call 423-495-6227 for
an appointment.
■ “Stressbusters for Cancer
Patients and Families,” a
class that uses a combination
of guided imagery and
stretching to help relieve
stress and tension, will run
from 12:30 to 1:30 p.m. Tues-
day, April 26, at the Cancer
Resource Center. Call 495-
7778 to register.
■ “Reset Your Body Clock to
Daylight Savings Time,” a
sleep-disorder seminar, will
run from 5:30 to 7 p.m. Tues-
day, April 26, at the Health
Place in Hixson. For details,
call 495-7378.
■ In “Scrapbooking: An Arts
Program,” cancer patients
and their families will create a
scrapbook of memories from
1 to 4 p.m. Thursday, April
28, at the Cancer Resource
Center. Bring 24 to 36 photo-
graphs, 4 by 6 inches or
smaller. Scrapbooks, sup-
plies, and instructions provid-
ed. Reservations required.
Call 495-7778.
■ The “Sun-sational Summer:
Skin Care Seminar, Fashion
Show, and Tea” will begin at
1 p.m. Saturday, April 30, at
the Health Place at Hamilton
Place. Speakers will answer
questions about skin-cancer
prevention, tanning beds, and
more. Bring a hat for a crazy-
hat contest. Prizes will be
awarded. Call 495-7778.

The next traditional Latin
Mass, offered in the Diocese
of Knoxville on the first Sun-
day of each month, is sched-
uled for 5 p.m. Sunday, May
1, at St. Stephen Church in
Chattanooga. For more infor-
mation, visit the websites
www.uvknox.org and www.
knoxlatinmass.net. These
monthly Masses at St.
Stephen are the only tradition-
al Latin Masses in the diocese
that Bishop Joseph E. Kurtz
has authorized according to
the provisions of the apostolic
letter Ecclesia Dei. ■

CALENDAR BY TIM SCRIPAon the

Catholic Charities’ second annual tennis tourney starts June 17

The second annual “Double Up for
Catholic Charities of East Tennessee”
tennis tournament will be held the

weekend of June 17 through 19 at the
Knoxville Racquet Club, 5535 Lonas Road.

The U.S. Tennis Association–sanctioned
event will raise money for CCET’s Samari-
tan Place, Pathways, and Elizabeth’s Home
shelters. Doubles competitions will be
held in the men’s, women’s, mixed, and
senior (55 and older) categories, and play-
ers of USTA levels 2.5 to 4.5 may enter.

The weekend will begin with a social
from 5:30 to 9 p.m. Friday that will in-
clude heavy hors d'oeuvres, swimming
for children, and a cash bar. An exhibi-
tion doubles match at 5:30 will pit CCET
executive director Father Ragan Schriver
and tennis pro Simon Rea against tennis

pro Mario Toledo and Knoxville Mayor
Bill Haslam.

Tournament play will begin at 7 p.m.
Friday, 9 a.m. Saturday, and 10 a.m. Sun-
day. Entry deadline is Monday, June 13;
call the club at 865-588-1323 after
Wednesday, June 15 for start times. Costs
are $60 to play in the tournament and at-
tend the exhibition/social or $25 for
adults and $10 for those 18 and under
for the exhibition and social only. Players
will receive a T-shirt.

Sponsorships are available at six levels
ranging from $250 to $5,000. Call Lisa
Ingle of CCET at 524-9896, extension
107, to volunteer or obtain a tournament
brochure. Players may also sign up at
www.usta.com, using tournament ID 
No. 704205405. ■

Jennifer O’Neill to deliver keynote at United We Stand banquet

A ctress-author Jennifer
O’Neill will deliver
the keynote address at

Chattanooga’s second an-
nual United We Stand
banquet at 7 p.m. Friday,
May 6.

The dinner will be held
at the Chattanoogan and
is sponsored by Chat-
tanoogans for Life and the
Knights of Columbus.
Proceeds benefit the re-
spect-life educational pro-
grams of Chattanoogans
for Life. Bishop Joseph E.
Kurtz also will attend.

Ms. O’Neill’s career be-
gan when she was hired at
age 15 as a fashion model.
By the time she was 21,
she had already starred
opposite John Wayne in
Rio Lobo, was married,
and had a daughter. Her
breakthrough 1971 role as
Dorothy in Summer of ’42
catapulted her to interna-
tional stardom. Featured
for 30 years as a spokes-
woman for Cover Girl
cosmetics, she has also
starred in scores of films
and TV movies.

In 1997 the actress re-
vealed that her life was
not as charmed as it ap-
peared to be. Her autobi-
ography, Surviving Myself
(William Morrow & Co.,
1999, $25), appeared that
year, addressing her sui-
cide attempt as a teenager,
her abortion, sexual
abuse, depression, failed
marriages, nine miscar-
riages, and three near-
death experiences.

Her second book, From
Fallen to Forgiven (W
Publishing Group, 2004,
$21.99), discussed her
journey toward healing
through faith in God and
his forgiveness.

As celebrity spokes-
woman for the national
“Silent No More” abor-
tion-awareness campaign,
she makes regular pro-life
and pro-family appear-
ances on national televi-
sion, testifies before the
U.S. Congress, and ap-
pears at numerous preg-
nancy-resource-center
fundraisers, high schools,
colleges, churches, and

youth events.
“We are delighted to

have a speaker with the
popular appeal of Jennifer
O’Neill for our second an-
nual celebration-of-life
event,” said banquet co-
chair Cindy Kedrowski of
St. Augustine Parish in
Signal Mountain. “A lot of
people know her for her
acting career. Fewer know
her as a prolific writer, a
musician, a speaker, and
an advocate for life. It will
be a pleasure to introduce
her to Chattanooga.”

The event is open to the
public. Tickets are $40
per person or $320 for a
table of eight. Reservation
checks should be made
payable to Chattanoogans
for Life and mailed to
United We Stand, 1309
Rockdale Lane, Hixson,
TN 37343.

Tickets for reserving pa-
trons will be at the event
welcome table on the
evening of May 6. Call
ticket chairperson Frances
King at 842-1647 for
more information. ■

Diocesan CCW members gather for 16th annual convention

The Diocesan Council of Catholic Wo-
men (DCCW) held its 16th annual
convention April 7 through 9 at the

Sheraton Read House in Chattanooga.
“Eucharist—We Remember, We Cele-

brate, We Believe” was the theme through-
out the convention and was the topic of
keynote addresses presented by Father
John Dowling, pastor of St. John Neumann
Parish in Farragut, and Anne Boyer, Na-
tional CCW church chair. The Chattanoo-
ga Deanery CCW hosted the event.

Bishop Joseph E. Kurtz and diocesan
Vicar General Father Xavier Mankel con-
celebrated the closing liturgy, with the
Emmaus contemporary ensemble from
St. Jude Parish in Chattanooga providing
music. At the closing luncheon Bishop
Kurtz shared memories of his visits with
Pope John Paul II.

Installation of 2005-07 DCCW officers
took place at the closing luncheon. In-
coming officers are president Ann Res-
pess of St. Jude Parish, vice president
Ann Dennis of Holy Family Parish in
Seymour, recording secretary Pam Bro-
phy of St. Francis of Assisi Parish in
Fairfield Glade, and treasurer Susan Trib-
ble of All Saints Parish in Knoxville.

Sally Jackson, province director and a
member of both the NCCW and diocesan
CCW boards, installed the new officers.
Mrs. Jackson is a member of St. Joseph
Parish in Norris.

Appointments of new commission
chairs and co-chairs and appointed offi-
cers were announced by Mrs. Respess
and were recognized. They are Mechtild
Boles, Jane Carter, Marian Christiana,

Suzanne Erpenbach, Kitty Jansen, Patty
Johnson, Karen Joubert, Karen Meiring,
Janice Mickel, Lourdes Perez, Judy
Poland, Dale Powers, Lisa Tuggle, Anne
Wharton, and Eileen Widmer.

Several past DCCW presidents who at-
tended the luncheon were recognized for
their service. Honorees were Mrs. Jack-
son, Mrs. Johnson, Mrs. Erpenbach, Pa-
tricia Forde, Edna Jones, Mary McGuff,
Mrs. Widmer, and Mary Wilson.

Outgoing president Mrs. Wharton, a
member of Holy Trinity Parish in Jeffer-
son City, presided over the convention.
Co-chairs for the event were Mrs. Mick-
el, who is from St. Bridget Parish in Day-
ton, and Mrs. Respess.

The Cumberland Mountain Deanery
CCW will host the diocesan convention
next year. ■

NEW OFFICERS Sally Jackson (left) installs
Pam Brophy as the recording secretary during
the DCCW convention in Chattanooga. Also pic-
tured are (from left) new president Ann Respess,
outgoing president Anne Wharton, and new vice
president Ann Dennis.

Dr. Morgan goes to D.C.
Dr. Sherry Morgan (right), diocesan
superintendent of Catholic Schools,
was among about 70 school leaders
attending Congressional Advocacy
Days Feb. 27 through March 1 in
Washington, D.C. With her are U.S.
Secretary of Education and event
speaker Margaret Spellings (center)
and Diocese of Nashville superin-
tendent Dr. Therese Williams. The
conference was sponsored by the
U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops.
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VATICAN CITY (CNS)—
Pope John Paul II “offered
his life for his flock and
for the entire human fam-
ily,” the dean of the Col-
lege of Cardinals told
hundreds of thousands of
people gathered April 8
for the pope’s funeral
Mass and burial.

Cardinal Joseph Ratzing-
er, the dean—elected Pope
Benedict XVI on April
19—presided over the
Mass concelebrated by 164
of the world’s 183 cardi-
nals. Another 500 bishops
and 3,000 priests, wearing
red stoles, participated.

Kings, queens, presi-
dents—including U.S.
President George W.
Bush—Cabinet ministers,
and ambassadors repre-
senting more than 140 na-
tions sat off to one side of
Pope John Paul’s casket.

On the other side of the
altar sat representatives of
the Orthodox, Oriental
Orthodox, Anglican,
Protestant, and U.S. evan-
gelical communities.

Ten Jewish and 10 Mus-
lim organizations sent del-
egations, as did Buddhists,
Sikhs, and Hindus.

An estimated 300,000
people filled St. Peter’s
Square and the streets sur-
rounding the Vatican.
Hundreds of thousands of
other pilgrims watched
the funeral on big-screen
televisions set up in the
main squares of Rome and
at a university on the out-
skirts of the city.

In his homily Cardinal
Ratzinger said Pope John
Paul’s life was a constant
response to Christ’s call to
all believers, “Follow me.”

Even when he was
called to enter into “the
communion of Christ’s
suffering” as he aged and
Parkinson’s disease ren-
dered him unable to walk
and later unable to speak,
Pope John Paul continued
to follow, the cardinal
said.

“The pope suffered and
loved in communion with
Christ, and that is why
the message of his suffer-
ing and his silence proved
so eloquent and so fruit-
ful,” Cardinal Ratzinger
said.

As television cameras
swung round to the win-
dow of the papal apart-
ments, the German
cardinal said Pope John
Paul had come to the win-
dow March 27 to give his
solemn Easter blessing to
the church and the world
but was not able to get
out the words.

“We can be sure that
our beloved pope is stand-

ing today at the window
of the Father’s house, that
he sees us and blesses us,”
the cardinal said.

“Yes, bless us,” he said
as the crowd broke out in
loud applause.

In the crowd, Pedro
Paul of Caracas,
Venezuela, said that in his
death Pope John Paul
“continues to evangelize.
He hasn’t gone yet. He is
still guiding us.”

Ryan Moravitz, a semi-
narian from Duluth,
Minn., said, “John Paul II
planted the seeds of the
new evangelization and
even got to water them a
bit. It is alive in the
church. He helped the
faith of the church in a
creative, progressive way.”

Members of the crowd,
particularly the Poles,
waved their national flags,
but several banners with
slogans were seen as well.

The common message
was summed up on one
sign: “Sainthood now.”

Two hours before the
funeral Mass began, 15
Vatican officials, other
priests, and the pope’s

closest aides gathered in
St. Peter’s Basilica to wit-
ness Pope John Paul’s
body being placed in a cy-
press casket and closed.

The rogito, a document
rolled up and placed in a
tube, was read before be-
ing placed in the casket
with the body. It de-
scribed “the life and the
most important works of
the deceased pontiff.”

The document said the
pope died April 2 at 9:37
p.m.: “The whole church,
especially young people,
accompanied his passing
in prayer.”

“John Paul II was the
264th pope. His memory
remains in the heart of the
church and of all humani-
ty,” it said.

The document said his
pontificate of more than
26 years “was one of the
longest in the history of
the church” and took
place during a time of
great historical change.

Among the specific
themes of his pontificate
highlighted in the docu-
ment were his love for
young people; his promo-

tion of dialogue with Jews
and with members of oth-
er religions; his prayerful-
ness and devotion to the
rosary; and the “wisdom
and courage” with which
he promoted Catholic
doctrine. 

Cardinal Eduardo Mar-
tinez Somalo, the camer-
lengo, or chamberlain, of
the Holy Roman Church,
explaining the rites to
those assembled, said,
“We will cover his face
with respect and venera-
tion in the deep hope that
he can contemplate the
face of the Father, togeth-
er with the Blessed Virgin
Mary and all the saints.”

He then prayed to God,
“May his face, on which
the light of the world no
longer shines, be illumi-
nated forever by the true
light that has its inex-
haustible source in you.”

“May his face, which is
being hidden from our
view, contemplate your
beauty,” he prayed.

Then Archbishop
Stanislaw Dziwicz, the
pope’s personal secretary
for more than 30 years,
and Archbishop Piero
Marini, the pope’s master
of ceremonies, extended a
white silk cloth over his
face.

To the applause of the
crowd, the pope’s casket—
with a simple cross and M
for Mary on it—was car-
ried by 12 laymen into St.
Peter’s Square and placed
before the altar, which
was not under the canopy
usually erected for papal
Masses.

The prayers of the faith-
ful included petitions for
the eternal repose of the
pope’s soul, for the fidelity
and renewal of the Catho-
lic Church, for peace and
justice in the world, for
the souls of all previous

Pope ‘offered his life for his flock’
Cardinal Ratzinger’s homily praises Pope John Paul II’s constant willingness to follow Christ.
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Funeral continued on page 10
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REST IN PEACE A priest assists Archbishop Piero Marini, right, in placing the Book of the Gospels
on the casket of Pope John Paul II during his funeral Mass in St. Peter’s Square at the Vatican April
8. A cypress casket marked with a simple cross and an M for Mary bore the body of the Polish pon-
tiff, who died April 2 at age 84.

Hundreds of thousands of people fill St. Peter’s Square during the funeral Mass for Pope John Paul II
at the Vatican April 8. The poor and the powerful of the world attended the service to say their last
goodbye to the Polish pontiff.

COURT OF HONOR Father Peter Iorio and Zofia and Bruce
Phillips witness as Max Gruszecki repeats the Eagle Scout oath
during the ceremony at St. Augustine Church.

St. Augustine Scout receives Eagle award

Max Gruszecki of St. Augustine Parish recently re-
ceived his Eagle Scout award during a Signal Moun-
tain Area Boy Scout Court of Honor at his church.

Max is the son of Mr. and Mrs. Antoni Bonaventura
Gruszecki of Laskarzew, Poland. He lives with his uncle
and aunt, Bruce and Zofia Phillips, in Signal Mountain for
nine and a half months each year to attend Baylor School
in Chattanooga, returning to Poland to be with his family
during the summer. 

At Baylor he is a member of the Red Circle Club and the
tennis, soccer, ping pong, and chess teams. He has re-
ceived awards for championships in singles and doubles
ping pong and in chess. Max has also had poems pub-
lished in “A Celebration of Young Poets, Appalachian” and
“Anthology of Poetry by Young Americans.” He currently
maintains a 3.8 grade-point average at Baylor while taking
several advanced-placement courses.

Max has been an active member of Troop 176, holding
the offices of troop scribe, patrol leader, senior patrol
leader, and junior assistant Scoutmaster. He has earned 24
merit badges, of which 21 are required for the Eagle Scout
rank. His Eagle project was planning and constructing an
outdoor amphitheater at Shackleford Ridge Park atop Sig-
nal Mountain.

During the Eagle ceremony Max received letters of con-
gratulation from President and Mrs. George W. Bush, Gov.
Phil Bredesen, the U.S. Marine Corps, and Poland’s am-
bassador to the United States. At a reception Max was re-
quested to read the ambassador’s letter aloud in Polish.

St. Augustine Parish sponsors Troop 176. Pastor Father
Peter Iorio, also a Scout in the troop, stood in the same
church with the same Scoutmaster—Bob Wagner—when
he received his Eagle award in 1982. ■

TOP FOUL SHOOTERS Winners of the Knights of Columbus
Council 8152 District Free-Throw Shootout were (from left)
Bethany Abston, Kristin Largent, Kyle Largent, Drake Largent,
and Benjamin Gudet. Not pictured is Chase Alley.

K nights of Columbus St. Bernard Council 8152 in Cross-
ville recently sponsored a District Free-Throw Shootout
at the Cumberland County Youth Center in Crossville.

Presiders were Knights District Deputy Ron Alt and past
Grand Knight Larry Davis. Also in attendance were winners
of previous local free-throw contests, their families, and
members of Council 8152.

Winners of this year’s event by age group were Drake
Largent, 10-year-old boys; Benjamin Gudet, 11-year-old
boys; Chase Alley, 12-year-old boys; Kyle Largent, 13-year-
old boys; Bethany Abston, 10-year-old girls; and Kristen
Largent, 14-year-old girls. They advanced to the next level
of competition, to be held in Knoxville. ■

Crossville Knights hold free-throw contest

Seminarian received as candidate
Auxiliary Bishop Louis A. DeSimone of Philadelphia received
Diocese of Knoxville seminarian Anthony E. Dickerson (second
from left) as a candidate for the orders of deacon and priesthood
Feb. 19 at St. Charles Borromeo Seminary. Also pictured (from
left) are Father Joseph G. Prior, rector of St. Charles Borromeo,
and Monsignor Michael J. Fitzgerald, vice rector of the seminary.
The rite of admission to candidacy is celebrated during the semi-
narian’s third year of graduate theological study at St. Charles
Borromeo and is a requirement before ordination to the dia-
conate. Mr. Dickerson, a theology III student, was among 13
seminarians from eight archdioceses and dioceses received by
Bishop DeSimone.
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ennCare, the death
penalty, and an emer-

gency-contraception bill
were among the top con-
cerns Tennessee Catholics
brought before state legis-
lators April 12 at the
eighth annual Catholic Day
on the Hill in Nashville.

Bishop Joseph E. Kurtz
again joined his counter-
parts from Nashville and
Memphis in visiting Gov.
Phil Bredesen, Speaker of
the House Jimmy Naifeh,
and others on Capitol
Hill. Sponsored by the
Tennessee Catholic Public
Policy Commission
(TCPPC), the event drew
about 350 participants
from across the state, in-
cluding some 230 Catho-
lic school students.

The day began with its
traditional opening Mass
at St. Mary of the Seven
Sorrows Church near the
Legislative Plaza. Joining
Bishop Kurtz were Bishop
J. Terry Steib, SVD, of
Memphis, Diocese of
Nashville administrator
Father David Choby, and
St. Mary pastor Father
James Miller.

“Our numbers make a
statement that the moral
voice of the church needs
to be heard, and the Eu-
charist empowers us,”
said Bishop Kurtz in his
homily.

Jill Halter of Notre Dame
High School in Chattanoo-
ga proclaimed the reading
and led the responsorial
psalm, and Skeet Berry
and Melanie Butler of
NDHS presented the gifts.
Altar servers were André
Charitat and Emily Paulus
of St. John Neumann
School in Farragut.

Students began Day on
the Hill by participating
in mock debates on the
House floor on topics
such as the death penalty
and the issuance of “driv-
ing certificates” instead of
licenses to immigrants
who don’t have Social Se-
curity cards.

Several Day on the Hill
participants sat in on a
meeting of the House
Criminal Practice & Pro-
cedure Subcommittee,
which is hearing discus-
sion of House and Senate
bills that would abolish
the death penalty.

The bishops and Father
Choby met with Rep.
Naifeh in the morning,
discussing issues ranging

from the potential drop of
people from the TennCare
rolls and bills on generic
drugs to the Emergency
Care for Rape Victims Act.
The three also saw Sen.
David Fowler of Signal
Mountain, who has
“spearheaded efforts to in-
crease protection to pre-
born children against
abortion in state laws,”
said Bishop Kurtz.

The diocesan leaders
met with Gov. Bredesen at
the conclusion of Day on
the Hill, discussing many
of the same issues with
him. An aide briefly inter-
rupted the meeting to in-
form the governor that an
appeals court had just
ruled in favor of state offi-
cials, saying they did not
require a judge’s approval
to drop 323,000 people
from TennCare. The gover-
nor wants to make the
cuts as part of a cost-sav-
ing restructuring of the
state’s health-care program.

“TennCare is of great
concern to us because of
the danger of many peo-
ple being taken off the
rolls,” said Bishop Kurtz.
“We recognize the com-
plexity of the financial sit-
uations, so we’ve been
urging legislators to ex-
haust every means of sav-
ing funds without having
to remove people whose
only option for health
care is TennCare.”

The emergency-contra-
ception issue quickly
moved up the TCPPC

watch list for Day on the
Hill as the Emergency Care
bill began to make its way
through the legislature.

“We want to make sure
that the bill itself respects
our church teaching,” said
Bishop Kurtz. “First of all,
we will never participate
in something that involves
the taking of innocent
life—abortion. Second,
right now there is no con-
science clause, as there is
in virtually every such bill
throughout the United
States.

“The church does un-
derstand the need and the
right of a rape victim to
defend herself against an
aggressive act; however,
that never permits the
taking of innocent life,
and that’s really the issue
right now.”

Bishop Kurtz said he
was pleased with the
meeting with Gov. Bre-
desen. During the gather-
ing the bishops and Father
Choby offered thanks for
the governor’s proposal of
a state prekindergarten
program and his invitation
to the religious communi-
ty to offer input. Bishop
Kurtz said the governor
likely is one of the few to
meet regularly with
church leaders.

“There are probably
many states in which the
governor and the bishops
do not meet on a regular,
annual basis,” he said. “We
were able to both praise
him for the incentives that

he’s given for education in
preschool and also address
the hard questions that
deal with TennCare and
our concern that the peo-
ple most in need are not
left to fall between the
cracks.”

A newcomer at Catholic
Day was Dr. Sherry Mor-
gan, diocesan superin-
tendent of Catholic
Schools. She said an earli-
er lobbying experience on
a national level—she par-
ticipated in the U.S. Con-
ference of Catholic
Bishops’ Congressional
Advocacy Days in Febru-
ary—whetted her appetite
for the state version.

Dr. Morgan found at
least one education-relat-
ed issue to place before
legislators.

“The tuition reduction
for teachers in Tennessee
who have children going
on to a higher-education
institute anywhere in Ten-
nessee is 25 percent,” said
Dr. Morgan. “But Catholic
school teachers aren’t re-
ceiving that same benefit,
yet they’re certified and
evaluated under state stan-
dards and have to meet all
the same criteria.”

In a luncheon at their
downtown-hotel ren-
dezvous, Day on the Hill
participants heard a talk
by Joan Rosenhauer, coor-
dinator of special projects
for the U.S. Conference of
Catholic Bishops Depart-
ment of Social Develop-
ment and World Peace.
Ms. Rosenhauer, the
keynoter at the 2003
diocesan Justice Day in
Knoxville, spoke in Nash-
ville on the church’s teach-
ing on faithful citizenship.

Ms. Rosenhauer stressed
the importance of lobby-
ing legislators, given that
the lawmakers might not
even know of certain
problems. As an example,
she cited an attempt by
the state horse-racing in-
dustry in Maryland to use
part of a budget surplus to
install running water in
horse stalls—even though
many of the state’s poorer
residents still don’t have
indoor plumbing. 

“Let’s shape the political
landscape in this country
rather than letting it
shape us,” she said. “I
thank you for what you’re
doing today because
events like this and oth-
ers like it all over this
country are essential to
this effort.” ■
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BY DAN MCWILLIAMS

A s 22 parishes begin their participation in wave two of
Growing in Faith Together (GIFT), the diocesan capital-
stewardship campaign is moving toward a pair of im-

portant dates.
On May 24 the Catholic Education Trust Fund (CETF)

board will meet to consider applications for parish reli-
gious-education projects and to make recommendations to
Bishop Joseph E. Kurtz on which ones to fund. Disburse-
ments for those projects can start when the new fiscal year
begins July 1. That’s also the date when another target for
GIFT funding—a Catholic Charities of East Tennessee of-
fice to assist immigrants—comes into being.

CETF has already begun carrying out the other half of its
two-part mission—distributing money for tuition assistance
for Catholic-school families in need.

Of the five GIFT funding priorities, Catholic education and
the immigration office, along with priest retirement and adult
faith formation, are supported by the diocese’s share of
campaign dollars. Funds for the fifth priority—parish needs
such as building projects or debt retirement—come from the
parishes’ own share of GIFT contributions. All campaign
funds contributed go toward these five areas, with the ma-
jority raised by each parish remaining in the parish.

“Growing in Faith Together is unfolding throughout the
diocese well beyond my greatest expectations,” said Bishop
Kurtz. “Most people will look to the amount of funds
pledged. That figure has now surpassed $16 million. Howev-
er, the total that I find exciting is that more than 4,900 fami-
lies have already made their pledge to the campaign. That
number is astounding when we consider that ‘Commitment
Sunday’ has not yet occurred in a number of parishes.

“As I travel from parish to parish, the numbers are
matched by people’s excitement and enthusiasm. Our
theme has captured the movement well: together we are
growing in our faith.”

Bishop Kurtz said it is “equally exciting” to see the tangi-
ble effects of the campaign, such as the CETF board’s up-
coming efforts.

“It is very gratifying to begin to see the fruits of the gen-
erosity of our faithful at work,” he said. “I have to say a
word of praise for our parish priests, who have truly
worked tirelessly with leaders within each parish to make
all of these good works a reality.”

CETF has $75,000 allocated for parish projects for the
next fiscal year, with $50,000 to be provided starting in
July and the remaining $25,000 beginning in November,
said Anne Frederick, diocesan director of Religious Educa-
tion. Parishes may use allocated funds for such RE needs
as professional development for catechists or multimedia
support for RE programs. Another $75,000 will be allocat-
ed for next year, said Mrs. Frederick.

Catholic Charities has hired a program director for its im-
migration office. Both that person and CCET executive di-
rector Father Ragan Schriver are going through training
with Catholic Legal Immigration Network Inc., known as
CLINIC, of which the diocesan Charities agency is now a
member. The new CCET office will also be accredited
through the Bureau of Immigrant Appeals.

The diocesan office will help immigrants obtain social
services and work to change their status, for example,
from refugee to the worker-permit level or from “asylee” to
permanent citizen, said Father Schriver. The office will not
help undocumented aliens gain citizenship, he said.

July will also see the debut of separate priest pension
funds for the dioceses of Knoxville and Nashville, which till
now have jointly operated a retirement plan. Through GIFT,
the Diocese of Knoxville hopes to raise $1 million for the
fund.

The diocese will begin offering adult faith-formation
classes in May. The first class, “The Universal Call to Holi-
ness,” was rescheduled from April 7 to Tuesday, May 3, af-
ter the death of Pope John Paul II. The classes have a
$500,000 operating fund established through the GIFT
drive. (See the related article on page 8.) ■

Deaths
MARIAN RAINWATER

Marian R. Rainwater, 86, of Chattanooga died Tuesday
morning, April 5, at a local hospital.

Mrs. Rainwater was a member of Our Lady of Perpetual
Help Parish, and in her active years she spent her time
outside the home in volunteer work.

She is survived by her children, Deborah White and
Priscilla Smith, both of Chattanooga, and Jeffery Rainwater
of Las Vegas; three grandchildren; four great-grandchil-
dren; and three brothers.

Funeral services were held Thursday, April 7, at OLPH
Church with Father Mike Nolan officiating. Interment fol-
lowed in Chattanooga National Cemetery.

MARGUERITE OWEN

Marguerite Lambert Owen, 90, of Chattanooga died
Wednesday, April 6, at a local health-care facility.

Mrs. Owen attended Our Lady of Perpetual Help Church.
Survivors include her daughter, Kathleen M. Owen; a son

and daughter-in-law, Thomas P. and Marbeth Owen; and
two grandchildren.

A memorial Mass was held Saturday, April 9, at OLPH
Church with Father Mike Nolan officiating.

Memorials may be made to Bethel Bible Village, P.O. Box
729, Hixson, TN 37343. ■
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Notre Dame High School juniors Liz Santucci and Dan Hall sit at a representative’s desk on the
House floor during Catholic Day on the Hill. Several members of the NDHS Young Republican and
Young Democrat clubs made the Nashville trip, as did school Principal Perry Storey.

Funds already at work throughout diocese

‘Our numbers make a statement’
Catholic students and adults lobby legislators on TennCare, the death penalty, and more at Day on the Hill.

T

YOUNG LOBBYISTS St. John Neumann School eighth-graders surround Bishop Kurtz on the steps of
St. Mary of the Seven Sorrows Church in Nashville after the opening Mass for Catholic Day on the
Hill. From left are students (front row) Ray Reinke, Erin Breslin, Alanna Bernstein, and Lauren
Bandy; (second row) Michelle Swing, Tabatha Larson, Stephanie DiGiovanni, and Emily Paulus;
(third row) Katherine Harper and Leah Petr; (fourth row) Eric Karlstad, Zach Dickinson, Daniel Jor-
dan, André Charitat, and Christopher Parsly; and (back) Marc Cataldi.



VATICAN CITY (CNS)—
Vatican officials have dis-
missed press claims that
Pope John Paul II could
be beatified as early as
October after receiving
“popular acclamation” as
a saint from Catholics
worldwide.

“This is complete fic-
tion; although it’s possible
the process could be
speeded up, such dates
are totally imaginary,” said
Jesuit Father Hieronim
Fokcinski, an official of
the Congregation for
Saints’ Causes.

“There’s no possibility
of acclaiming saints this
way, particularly when do-
ing so would bypass this
congregation and appear
to preempt decisions by a
future pope,” he said in
an interview with Catho-
lic News Service April 11.

Jesuit Father Paolo
Molinari, one of the Vati-
can’s longest-serving pos-
tulators of saints’ causes,
said he would not be sur-
prised if Pope John Paul
were ultimately canonized.

“But these media reports
have been organized by a
group of Poles. They’re
setting up an atmosphere
to pressure the Holy See
to do something which
hasn’t been done for 500
years,” he said April 11.

“We have to be very
careful in cases like this,
when nationalism is in-
volved and banners are
being produced by an or-
ganized group,” he said.
“Popular enthusiasm can
pass, while it can also af-
fect the authority of a
pope.”

Calls for Pope John
Paul’s canonization have
proliferated since his April
8 funeral, during which
placards were held up call-
ing for him to be declared

santo subito, Italian for
“saint immediately.”

Father Molinari said he
believed a beatification
process would take “a
minimum of three to four
years.” Normal proce-
dures require a minimum
of five years to pass from
a candidate’s death before
the process begins.

He said Pope John Paul
“agreed exceptionally” to
waive the five-year norm
in the case of Mother Tere-
sa of Calcutta, who was
beatified in 2003. Her
cause was opened in 1999,
two years after her death,
because she was “univer-
sally regarded as a saint in
her own lifetime,” he said.

Current church rules re-
quire detailed examina-
tion of all archival
material on a sainthood
candidate as well as the
cross-examination of wit-
nesses and the compila-
tion of documentation on

the person’s life.
A commission of histo-

rians and theologians
must also carry out inves-
tigations, before a group
of cardinals refers the case
to the pope for a final de-
cision on the candidate’s
“heroic virtues.”

Speaking to journalists
April 9, Vatican
spokesman Joaquin
Navarro-Valls said a deci-
sion to speed up a possi-
ble cause for the pope
would “depend solely on
the next pope.”

Cardinal Jose Saraiva
Martins, who headed the
Congregation for Saints’
Causes until Pope John
Paul’s death, said that a
process for the late pope
could only open after five
years.

“Popular sentiment is
one thing,” he told Italy’s
Catholic daily, Avvenire,
April 10. “Canonical
recognition of sanctity is

another.”
Another Italian daily,

Corriere della Sera, report-
ed April 11 that the Polish
secretary of the saints’
congregation, Archbishop
Edward Nowak, had sug-
gested the expected Synod
of Bishops in October as a
possible occasion for Pope
John Paul’s beatification.

However, a spokesman
for Archbishop Nowak
told CNS that he believed
the interview had been
distorted.

Pope John Paul beatified
Popes Pius IX and John
XXIII in 2003, 125 and 40
years, respectively, after
their deaths.

Meanwhile, Italy’s La
Stampa daily said April 10
that the pope’s private
secretary, Archbishop
Stanislaw Dziwisz, de-
scribed the cure of a U.S.
Catholic of Jewish origin
who had cancer. The
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The Diocese of Knox-
ville’s program for the
protection of children

and youth is based on
training developed by Virtus
and offered through the Re-
ligious Education Office.

A three-hour seminar for
adults, “Protecting God’s
Children,” is required for
parish and school employ-
ees and regular volunteers
in contact with children or
vulnerable adults. The sem-

inar is recommended for
parents.

As of April 17, more than
2,800 people in the diocese
have attended Virtus ses-
sions and registered online.

The following training
session is available:
■ John XXIII Catholic Cen-
ter, Knoxville, 1 p.m. Sun-
day, April 24.

Interested individuals
must register online at 
virtusonline.org. ■

Faith-formation classes for adults begin

‘Keeping Kids Safe’ offered for parents

Child-protection training sessions

The Diocese of Knoxville offers “Keeping Kids Safe”
training sessions specially designed to help parents
protect their children from child abuse. Sessions are led

by Kim Cook, a family-services specialist with Catholic
Charities of East Tennessee’s Columbus Home Assisting
Parents program.

The following sessions are available at no charge, and
registration is not necessary. Unless otherwise noted, all
begin at 6 p.m. local time and end at 7:30.
■ Sunday, April 24, Shepherd of the Valley Church, Dunlap,
after 8 a.m. Mass
■ Sunday, April 24, Our Lady of Lourdes Church, South
Pittsburg, after 10:30 a.m. Mass
■ Monday, April 25, St. Alphonsus parish life center,
Crossville
■ Thursday, April 28, St. Mary Church, Oak Ridge
■ Wednesday, May 4, Holy Spirit Church, Soddy-Daisy,
7 to 8:30 p.m.

For more information, call the Religious Education Office
at 865-584-3307. ■

The first in a series of adult faith-formation classes will
be offered on Tuesday, May 3 (rescheduled from April 7
because of the death of Pope John Paul II), with addi-

tional classes offered throughout the year. Father Al Hum-
brecht, pastor of Sacred Heart Cathedral, will present
“The Universal Call to Holiness” at the Chancery Office in
Knoxville and will teach the same material four more times
this summer (see the list of dates and topics below).

The adult-faith-formation program is one of the educa-
tional initiatives funded through the Growing in Faith To-
gether capital stewardship campaign. Classes are offered
at no charge to adults in the diocese.

The following classes have been scheduled. All begin at
7 p.m. local time unless otherwise indicated.

The Universal Call to Holiness, Father Al Humbrecht
■ May 10, St. Stephen Church, Chattanooga
■ June 14, St. Dominic School, Kingsport
■ July 12, St. Alphonsus Church, Crossville
■ Aug. 27, 1 p.m., Knoxville Catholic High School

Belonging to the Body of Christ, Father Michael Cummins
■ May 24, Chancery
■ June 14, St. Augustine Church, Signal Mountain
■ July 12, St. Mary Church, Johnson City
■ Aug. 27, 1 p.m., Knoxville Catholic High School
■ Sept. 13, St. Francis of Assisi Church, Fairfield Glade

Celebrating the Liturgy, Father Chris Michelson
■ July 11, All Saints Church, Knoxville
■ Aug. 27, 1 p.m., All Saints Church, Knoxville
■ Sept. 13, Holy Spirit Church, Soddy-Daisy
■ Oct. 4, St. Dominic Church, Kingsport
■ Nov. 3, St. Alphonsus Church, Crossville

The Sacraments, Father Christian Mathis
■ June 14, Chancery

Those interested are urged to register for classes online,
using the Virtus database. To register
■ Log on to virtusonline.org, using your user name and
password. If you don’t have a user name and password,
click the yellow “registration” link at left, and follow the
prompts.
■ Click the “my training” tab.
■ Click “instructor-led training” in the green column on the
left side of the screen.
■ Click “Preregister for an upcoming instructor-led training
session in your area.”
■ Enter your phone number, select the class you want, and
click “submit registration” at the bottom of the page.

For more information, contact Anne Frederick, the direc-
tor of the Office of Religious Education, at afrederick@
dioceseofknoxville.org or 865-584-3307. ■

Sainthood continued on page 9

Photos
from Abu
Ghraib
prison
showing
prisoners
stripped
naked,
cowering
before
dogs, and

forced to simulate sex acts
shocked the conscience of
the American public.
“How could this happen?”
screamed the press. “A few
bad apples,” the adminis-
tration replied. So far only
10 soldiers—none above
the rank of staff ser-
geant—have been prose-
cuted for prisoner abuse
in Afghanistan and Iraq. 

Yet a stream of articles
(The Atlantic, October
2004; The New Yorker,
Feb. 14, 2005; Mother
Jones, March/April 2005)
continues to project a
horror movie of American
interrogators systematical-
ly getting information
from military suspects any
way possible. Call it “co-
ercion,” “aggressive inter-
rogation,” or “physical
persuasion.” Techniques
employed by American in-
terrogators using fero-
cious dogs, stress
positions, beatings, sexual
brutality, and “water-

boarding”—immersing a
bound suspect in water
until he nearly drowns—
are classified by the Gene-
va Conventions as torture. 

At least eight detainees
have died in U.S. custody
in Afghanistan, two of
which deaths military offi-
cials have ruled homi-
cides. The Afghanistan
Independent Human
Rights Commission re-
ceived 120 reports of
abuse by coalition forces.
Many prisoners com-
plained about excessive
force during the course of
arrest, but some allege
coalition soldiers stripped
them naked and sexually
abused them.

Although U.S. law for-
bids the torture of prison-
ers, following Sept. 11 the
Bush Administration sig-
naled indifference about
the rights of suspects. Ad-
ministration lawyers clas-
sified detainees in the war
on terror not as civilians
or POWs—two groups
protected by the Geneva
Conventions—but as “il-
legal enemy combatants.”
The lawyers had invented
a third category to skirt
international law, and in
that category the Admin-
istration included mem-
bers and supporters of Al
Qaeda and the Taliban.

On Jan. 8, 2002, the ad-
ministration suspended its
observance of the Geneva
Conventions in the war
on terror. 

At the same time the
Bush Administration
stepped up a program of
outsourcing torture,
known as “extraordinary
rendition.” This secret
program extradites terror-
ism suspects from U.S.
custody to a country as-
sumed to use aggressive
methods of persuasion,
including torture. The
most common destina-
tions for rendered sus-
pects are Egypt, Morocco,
Syria, and Jordan—all of
which have been cited for
human-rights violations
by the U.S. State Depart-
ment and are known to
use torture. An estimated
150 people have been ren-
dered since Sept. 11. 

The reason for torture is
to get vital information
about terrorism. But crit-
ics question the reliability
of such information de-
rived under stress and
point to the large number
of detainees that have
nothing of value to tell.
Rather than violate human
rights, experts encourage
more creative means of
human intelligence gather-
ing, such as eavesdropping

and infiltration.
Morally speaking, tor-

ture is an approach in
which the ends justify the
means. The Compendium
of the Social Doctrine of the
Church explicitly teaches
“a prohibition against tor-
ture as a principle which
cannot be contravened un-
der any circumstances”
(No. 404). Besides violat-
ing the dignity of the vic-
tim, torture debases the
soul of the torturer. In re-
ality, justifying the abuse
of human rights represents
a disguised form of moral
relativism.

Fear of terrorism and
the need for quick, reli-
able intelligence has driv-
en the acceptance of
torture. Catholics reflect-
ing about the church’s so-
cial teachings need to
recall the analogy of a frog
sitting in a pot of water
on a stovetop. Bringing
terrorists to justice feels
like the proper tempera-
ture of a refreshing bath
for the frog. Defining ter-
ror suspects as “illegal en-
emy combatants” raises
the flame higher. Sus-
pending the Geneva Con-
ventions finds small
bubbles forming on the
bottom of the cauldron, as
the frog struggles to move
and jump out. But out-
sourcing torture and vio-
lating human rights has
the effect of boiling the
frog—and likewise objec-
tive morality. ■

Father Rausch lives in
Stanton, Ky.

Shocking the conscience
Those who permit torture believe the end justifies the means.

MARKETPLACE BY FATHER JOHN RAUSCHfaith in the
Glenmary Society

Diocese of Knoxville
procedure for
reporting sexual abuse

Anyone who has actual knowledge of or who has rea-
sonable cause to suspect an incident of sexual abuse
should report such information to the appropriate civil
authorities first, then to the bishop’s office, 865-584-
3307, or the diocesan victims’ assistance coordinator,
Marla Lenihan, 865-482-1388.

Church officials say pope will not be proclaimed instant saint  
Pope John Paul II’s sainthood cause will likely proceed according to the usual timetable. By Jonathan Luxmoore

DESTINED FOR SAINTHOOD? Two girls look at the tomb of Pope John Paul II April 14 in a grotto
under St. Peter’s Basilica. The Vatican opened the site to the public April 13 for the first time since
the pope’s funeral. 
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VATICAN CITY (CNS)—Dressed in
the white and gold vestments of the
Easter season, the world’s cardinals
ended the official nine-day mourning
period for Pope John Paul II with an
April 16 Mass in St. Peter’s Basilica.

The liturgy was celebrated by 78-
year-old Cardinal Jorge Medina Es-
tevez, former prefect of the
Congregation for Divine Worship
and the Sacraments, who focused
on the late pope’s devotion to the
Eucharist and the importance he
gave to sacramental confession.

In addition to his practice of hear-
ing confessions on Good Friday in
St. Peter’s Basilica, the pope regularly
went to confession, the cardinal said.

“I remember with admiration
when, during a work session in his
office, after he had a moment of
fleeting impatience, he said to us,
‘And just think, I went to confession
this morning,’” Cardinal Medina
said.

“Today we offer the holy sacrifice
[of the Mass] also in atonement for
his noble soul so that the Lord, by
means of his most precious blood—
the price of our redemption—would
purify the soul of his servant from
every sin and imperfection, minor
as they may be, so that he can be
admitted into the presence of the
most Holy Trinity in company with
the Blessed Virgin Mary, whom he
so tenderly loved,” the cardinal said.

Cardinal Medina said that anyone
who watched Pope John Paul cele-
brate Mass could see that the pope
was “a eucharistic man,” one who
fully believed that Jesus was truly
present on the altar.

The cardinal said the memorial
Mass also was an occasion to praise
God for the good works he accom-
plished through Pope John Paul.

The pope taught “in defense of
the Gospel truths,” including truths
about the family and about the sa-
credness of human life from concep-
tion to the moment of natural
death, he said.

The cardinal thanked God for the
pope’s “love for the poor, his con-
cern for peace and justice, his exam-
ple as a priest, [and] his detachment

from every material thing.”
Pope John Paul, he said, “suffered

in the face of the obstacles, which
despite all his efforts, still impede
the unity of Christ’s disciples in one
church.”

The pope also suffered over the
fate of Christians living in the
“many parts of the world” where

they do not enjoy full religious free-
dom, he said.

“Truly the heart of John Paul II re-
sembled the heart of Jesus,” Cardi-
nal Medina said. ■

Copyright 2005 Catholic News Ser-
vice/U.S. Conference of Catholic
Bishops
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Praying the Liturgy of the Hours

PARACLETE BY ROBERT CURTISfrom the

The practice of sanctify-
ing the day with prayer
has a long history. Je-

sus frequently prayed and
was often in the temple, a
place of prayer. After his
ascension we frequently
find his apostles at prayer,
often at what appear to be
set hours. They were at
prayer on Pentecost.
Through the centuries this
practice has continued, in
various forms to fit the par-
ticular time in history.

Today we have the four-
volume Liturgy of the Hours
or Christian Prayer, a one-
volume version of the di-
vine office. The very
convenient Shorter Christ-
ian Prayer offers the basics.

The heart and soul of
each of these formats is a
simple four-week Psalter
with daily prayer and inter-
cessions for each day. By
praying these psalms and
prayers, both clergy and
laity sanctify the day. It’s
awe-inspiring when you
think about it—the same
prayers prayed throughout
the day, all over the world. 

If you wish to integrate
this practice into your own

spiritual life, we highly rec-
ommend finding someone
familiar with the divine of-
fice to show you how to
pray it. Some begin with
morning and evening
prayer; others use Shorter
Christian Prayer and may
gradually move up to the
other versions. 

Here are the price break-
downs. All are published by
Catholic Book Publishing
Company.
■ Four-volume Liturgy of the
Hours (black leather, 1988,
$164; vinyl, 1980, $139,
with volumes sold separate-
ly for $34 to 36.50 each)
■ Single-volume Christian
Prayer (1976, $33; large-
print edition, 1988, $34.50)
■ Shorter Christian Prayer
(1988, $13.95; 2004, large-
print edition, $15)

We also have supple-
mental books on display. ■

The Paraclete is a full-serv-
ice Catholic book and sup-
ply store. Visit 417 Erin
Drive in Knoxville, near Sa-
cred Heart Cathedral, call
865-588-0388 or 800-333-
2097, or e-mail staff@
paracletebooks.com.

Papal mourning period ends
The last memorial Mass for Pope John Paul II focuses on his devotion to the Eucharist.

Chilean Cardinal Jorge Medina Estevez celebrates a memorial Mass in St. Peter’s Basilica
April 16, ending the official nine-day mourning period for Pope John Paul II.

IN MEMORIAM Worshipers fill St. Peter’s Basilica April 16 for a Mass ending the nine-day mourning period for Pope John Paul II. 

New pope brings continuity 
with JPII’s papacy, says U.S. official

Sainthood continued from page 8
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We welcome submissions about parish and community
events. To make sure we receive your information in
time for publication, please submit it by the following

deadlines:
■ Monday, April 25, for the May 8 issue
■ Monday, May 9, for the May 22 issue. ■

Take note of ETC deadlines

archbishop reportedly said the cure
occurred after the man attended a
Mass with Pope John Paul in 2002.

A priest from Poland’s Niepokola-
now Franciscan monastery, Father
Janusz Zatger, said many Catholics
believed a miracle had occurred
when a sick child was unexpectedly
cured April 5 after undergoing life-
threatening brain surgery.

“We came to St. Peter’s to pray
with the father after the Holy Fa-
ther’s death [April 2], and we all be-
lieve the pope pointed his finger

and helped him,” Father Zatger told
CNS April 8.

“At a time when many miracles
are being witnessed in acts of gen-
erosity and friendship, we are cer-
tain this was an act of intercession
by the pope,” he said.

Cardinal Jozef Glemp of Warsaw
cautioned, however, that a formal
process would be needed to ensure
a “deeper awareness of his life and
teaching.”

“For the world it’s obvious that
John Paul II is a saint—the ques-

tion of when a process begins does-
n’t in any way change the fact of his
holiness,” Cardinal Glemp told
Poland’s Catholic information
agency April 10.

“Although John Paul II is univer-
sally viewed as a saint, I wouldn’t
rush the process so we can get to
know his teaching better, sort it out,
and document it,” he added. ■

Copyright 2005 Catholic News Ser-
vice/U.S. Conference of Catholic
Bishops

BY AGOSTINO BONO

WASHINGTON (CNS)—Pope Benedict XVI will bring great
continuity with Pope John Paul II regarding Catholic doc-
trine and morals, said Father Thomas G. Weinandy, a Ca-
puchin Franciscan who is executive director of the U.S.
bishops’ Secretariat for Doctrine and Pastoral Practices.

“One of his great strengths is that he knows the theolog-
ical scene around the world,” Father Weinandy told Catho-
lic News Service April 19, the day Cardinal Joseph
Ratzinger was elected pope.

Where the new pope may differ from his predecessor is
in emphasizing more renewal within the church, he said.

“It will be interesting to see the kind of bishops he ap-
points,” said Father Weinandy.

Because of the child-sex-abuse scandals in the church,
he will be concerned about seminary training and the type
of men being ordained, he said.

Pope Benedict will also focus more on bioethical ques-
tions arising from the new technology and medical ad-
vances, he said.

“He will study the implications. Are the new advances for
real human advancement or are they for human destruc-
tion?” said Father Weinandy.

“He’ll be less of a globe-trotting pope,” he said.
But he will continue to stress church social teachings on

justice, the despair of the poorer nations, and the spread
of AIDS in Africa, he said.

The new pope had headed the Vatican’s Congregation
for the Doctrine of the Faith since 1981 and had a reputa-
tion as a stern disciplinarian.

He was “prudent, patient, and fair” with dissenting the-
ologians, said Father Weinandy.

“He was criticized by theologians who didn’t want the
church to speak definitively on many issues. Some of them
would like to waffle on doctrinal and moral issues. There
are some issues the church cannot waffle on,” he said. ■

Copyright 2005 Catholic News Service/U.S. Conference of
Catholic Bishops

FUMATA BIANCA White smoke rises from the chimney above the
Vatican’s Sistine Chapel on April 19, indicating a new pope has
been elected.



VATICAN CITY (CNS)—Although
critics of Pope Benedict XVI worry
that his election as pope could lead
to divisions within the church, a
U.S. priest who has worked closely
with him predicted that “the church
will come to love him.”

As the chief defender of church
doctrine, the new pope “had to
make decisions that were not popu-
lar, but he’s not a policeman—he’s
an evangelizer,” said U.S. Domini-
can Father J. Augustine Di Noia,
undersecretary of the Congregation
for the Doctrine of the Faith, which
Cardinal Joseph Ratzinger headed
for more than 23 years.

Monsignor Charles Scicluna, the
congregation’s promoter of justice,
said he felt “deep joy and great hope
for the future” when the white
smoke billowed from the Sistine
Chapel chimney and the bells of St.
Peter’s Basilica rang out.

“He is a man of great compassion
and great wisdom,” said Monsignor
Scicluna. “I know that from direct ex-
perience, and I’m sure that the Lord
has chosen him because the world
needs wisdom and compassion.”

The shortness of the conclave
“means that the cardinals saw some-
thing in Cardinal Ratzinger that led
them to elect him very rapidly,” said
Jesuit Father Luis Ladaria, secretary
of the International Theological
Commission.

The pope’s colleagues cited his
years of Vatican experience as a key
factor in his peers’ decision.

After more than 23 years of
“working with one of the greatest

popes in the history of Christen-
dom, he has a very clear under-
standing of what the church needs,”
said Father Di Noia.

Monsignor Scicluna said that over
the years Pope Benedict has met
and talked with bishops from all
over the world.

“His ability not only to understand
but also to be very close to the im-
mediate problems of so many differ-
ent continents really makes him an
extraordinary pope,” he said.

Preaching the homilies for Pope
John Paul II’s funeral and the Mass
preceding the conclave allowed
Pope Benedict to publicly outline
the course he would chart for the
church.

One of the “ideological currents”
that he sees as pushing the world
toward a “dictatorship of relativism”
is the secularism that has led to a
decline in the number of Catholics,
particularly in his native Europe.

“He is deeply concerned for the
re-evangelization of Europe,” said
Father Di Noia. “He will want to
reach young people in those coun-
tries very much in the way that
Pope John Paul did.”

The new pope’s choice of a name
also reflects that concern.

“Benedictine monasticism was one
of the main roots by which the faith
was transmitted all over Europe for
1,000 years,” said Father Di Noia.

Nevertheless, Cardinal Ratzinger’s
colleagues do not expect him to be
a strictly European pope.

“My idea of him is not of a German
pope,” said Monsignor Scicluna. “He

is a pope for the universal church,
and he has lived that in his ministry
in the Roman Curia for 23 years.”

Asked whether Pope Benedict
could have as significant an impact
on Western Europe as his predeces-
sor did on Eastern Europe, Father
Ladaria was more cautious.

“God will tell us,” he said.
U.S. Bishop Brian Farrell, secretary

of the Pontifical Council for Promot-
ing Christian Unity, said Pope Bene-
dict “has been very faithful in his
role as prefect of the Congregation
for the Doctrine of the Faith, and I
think he will be faithful in his new
role as father of the church.”

The bishop said the new pope
“from the depths of his heart . . .
was not wanting to be divisive” in
his previous role as defender of
church doctrine.

“He will be as fraternal and caring
as he can be,” said Bishop Farrell.

Concerning how the new pope
will address the task of Christian
unity, the bishop said he thinks
Pope Benedict is “someone who un-
derstands all the complexities of our
ecumenical task before us.”

“In my experience, he has always
been open and charming to the Or-
thodox and Protestants we have
brought to him,” said Bishop Farrell.

“I’m looking forward to the good-
ness and kindness” he will bring to
this task, he said. ■

Contributing to this story was Carol
Glatz. Copyright 2005 Catholic News
Service/U.S. Conference of Catholic
Bishops
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Smiles, applause, cheers greet
announcement of pope’s election
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popes and all deceased priests, for
all the faithful departed, and for
those gathered at the funeral.

Political dignitaries present at the
funeral included King Juan Carlos
and Queen Sofia of Spain, Britain’s
Prince Charles and Prime Minister
Tony Blair, Ukrainian President Vik-
tor Yushchenko, Canadian Prime
Minister Paul Martin, Iranian Presi-
dent Mohammad Khatami, Zimbab-
we’s President Robert Mugabe, and
U.N. Secretary-General Kofi Annan.

Among the U.S. delegates from
other Christian churches were Ted
Haggard, president of the National
Association of Evangelicals; John A.
Graham of the Billy Graham Organi-
zation of Evangelicals; and the Rev.
Jesse Jackson.

At the pope’s funeral, as with any
Catholic funeral, Communion was
followed by the “final commenda-
tion and farewell.”

But this funeral’s farewell prayer
was followed by the prayers of the
church of Rome—the pope’s dio-
cese—and by the prayers of the
Eastern Catholic churches, their
bishops standing before the casket

in red and gold or white, black, or
magenta vestments.

The 12 laymen picked up the
stretcher and carried the casket to-
ward St. Peter’s Basilica, turning
once again to face the crowd.

For more than 15 minutes the as-
sembly applauded and young people
chanted “John Paul” in Italian as the
bells of St. Peter’s tolled somberly.

Accompanying the pope’s casket
into St. Peter’s for burial were Cardi-
nal Martinez Somalo, three senior
cardinals, the archpriest of St. Pe-
ter’s Basilica, the former secretary of
state, the papal vicar of Rome, the
assistant secretary of state, the pre-
fect of the papal household, the vice
camerlengo, and the pope’s closest
personal aides.

Representing other Christian com-
munities in the procession to the
tomb were Ecumenical Orthodox Pa-
triarch Bartholomew of Constantino-
ple, spiritual leader of the world’s
Orthodox Christians, and Archbishop
Rowan Williams of Canterbury, pri-
mate of the Anglican Communion. 

In the chapel where the pope was
to be buried, a deacon led prayers

that God would free Pope John Paul’s
soul “from the power of darkness,”
forgive his sins, accept his good
works, give him peace, and allow
him to join “the company of saints.”

A simple cross and a bronze
plaque with the pope’s name were
placed on top of the cypress coffin,
which was sealed with red ribbons
and placed inside a zinc-lined
wooden casket, said Joaquin Navar-
ro-Valls, the Vatican spokesman.

Italy’s main television station, RAI
Uno, reported that dirt from the
pope’s Polish hometown, Wadowice,
was added to the dirt in the chapel
where the pope’s casket was laid,
but Navarro-Valls said he could not
verify the report.

He added that Pope John Paul was
buried between the only two women
buried in the grotto under the basili-
ca: the 15th-century Queen Char-
lotte of Cyprus and the 17th-century
Queen Christina of Sweden. ■

Contributing to this story was Bar-
bara J. Fraser at the Vatican. Copy-
right 2005 Catholic News Service/
U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops

BY BENEDICTA CIPOLLA

VATICAN CITY (CNS)—The buoyant crowd in St. Peter’s
Square awaiting the 265th pontiff greeted the announce-
ment of a new pope with smiles, applause, and cheers,
clearly relieved that the tension of the past 24 hours had
been broken.

As with the previous two instances when smoke ap-
peared, people staring at the Sistine Chapel chimney April
19 were at first confused about whether it was white or
black.

After about 10 minutes, though, the bells of the basilica
began to ring, announcing along with the famous fumata
bianca (white smoke) that the world had a new leader of
the Catholic Church.

As the bells sounded, the tens of thousands of people
who had gathered to watch erupted in screams of joy,
laughing and pointing at the chimney and the balcony
where the new pope would emerge through a red velvet
curtain.

Cell phones and cameras came out of pockets and purs-
es; telephone lines jammed almost immediately, leaving
those eager to announce their presence at a historic mo-
ment unable to communicate with friends and family. Every
few minutes, rhythmic clapping rippled through the square.

No matter who would emerge on the balcony, the crowd
seemed overcome with excitement. Anthony Guetersloh,
27, of Chicago, grabbed a reporter by the shoulders and
simply shouted “Whoo!”, finding no words to express his
sentiments, 

A young Italian boy led his mother by the hand, deter-
mined to carve a path through the sea of people for a bet-
ter look, shouting “Closer! Closer!”

Many people heard the news on Vatican Radio or on tel-
evision before the bells began ringing and ran to St. Peter’s
Square. One Norwegian journalist ran nearly two miles and
arrived, soaked in sweat, before the new pope’s entrance
onto the balcony.

As they saw people running toward the basilica, Andrew
and Shanna Linbeck of St. Michael’s Parish in Houston
hurried from the Vatican Museums. The Linbecks, who
traveled to Rome specifically for the conclave, said they
appreciated the festive atmosphere as the crowd waited to
see who the next pope would be.

“It’s almost like a football game, with a band and every-
thing,” said Andrew Linbeck as the sound of drums and
horns floated out from under the colonnade.

Upon Cardinal Jorge Medina Estevez’s pronouncement,
Habemus papam (We have a pope), the loudest cheers of
the evening erupted. Flags from Poland, the United States,
Brazil, Argentina, Mexico, and other countries waved furi-
ously above the heads of people.

At the name Ratzinger, the crowd cried “Joseph” repeat-
edly, while the announcement of the pope’s chosen name,
Benedict XVI, led the crowd to chant its Italian translation,
“Be-ne-det-to,” emulating a classic soccer cheer that re-
verberated across the square.

Linbeck said he was pleased with the cardinals’ vote.
“This is a great tribute to John Paul II. When we were at

the Mass that [then-Cardinal Ratzinger] celebrated Monday
before the conclave, you could tell he had the presence,”
Linbeck said.

Despite the excitement, it seemed the faithful might need
some time to get used to a new face.

As Pope Benedict came out for the first time, a 22-year-
old from Como, a town in northern Italy, mused, “It’s
strange—it’s so strange. It’s not Wojtyla.”

An elderly Italian woman, wiping away tears, expressed
her doubts while talking to someone on her cell phone, but
her daughter reassured her, patting her on the back and
saying, “You’ll like him, you’ll see.”

As the crowd dispersed, flooding the streets around the
Vatican, the mood had calmed somewhat, and people took
time to reflect a bit on the events they had just witnessed.

Bishop Paul S. Coakley of Salina, Kan., said he was
pleased with Pope Benedict’s election.

“From what I know of him, he is a man of great holiness
and humility, and that is going to serve him well in his new
ministry,” he said. ■

Copyright 2005 Catholic News Service/U.S. Conference of
Catholic Bishops

HISTORIC OCCASION Nuns cheer as white smoke rises from the
chimney above the Sistine Chapel, indicating a new pope has been
selected. German Cardinal Joseph Ratzinger, elected pope by the
world’s cardinals, chose the name Benedict XVI. 

Funeral continued from page 6

To stay abreast of papal coverage,
visit Catholic News Service’s website,
catholicnews.com.

POPE AND SUCCESSOR Cardinal Joseph Ratzinger and Pope John Paul II are seen together at the altar during the Easter Vigil in St.
Peter’s Basilica three years ago.

‘Church will come to love’ new pope
The new pontiff’s Vatican colleagues praise his wisdom and compassion. By Barbara J. Fraser


